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Dear Co-chairs,  

When I received your invitation to attend this event on how policy coherence for 
development (PCD) could ensure food security, I immediately accepted. These are 
indeed two of my main priorities as EU Development Commissioner. 

In the last years the world has been hit by major food security crisis. In 2008 food prices 
volatility threatened developing countries and over the last 2 years, the Horn of Africa 
and Sahel suffered unprecedented droughts. 

The EU is on the forefront in the fight against hunger. We have invested €1 billion to set 
up the Food facility in 2008, which has provided some critical support to more than 50 
million farmers in need. Last year, we launched two tailored initiatives worth around 1bn 
directed to the Horn of Africa and Sahel. The objective was to increase resilience and 
food security in these affected regions.  

Still, around 900 million people go hungry every day and under-nutrition kills more than 
3 million children every year.  

That’s why food security and sustainable agriculture feature very high in our new 
development policy, the so called “Agenda for Change”. 

On nutrition, the EU committed to contribute to reduce stunting in 7 million children by 
2025 and pledged to devote €3.5 billion by 2020 to achieve this goal. 

I am personally committed to these issues. For instance, yesterday I attended the G8 
New alliance on food and nutrition security and the Scaling Up nutrition (SUN) meeting. 

However, development aid alone is not sufficient to effectively fight hunger. We need to 
look at all the available options and PCD is one critical tool to improve global food 
security. 

The EU is a leader in PCD and the only block with legal obligations to take PCD into 
account when shaping policies. The EU Agricultural policy is an excellent example where 
critical progress has been made.  

The EU has come a long way in making its Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) more 
development friendly. We successfully minimised trade-distorting support measures. 
Subsequent reforms have significantly improved market access opportunities for 
agricultural products from developing countries.  

Today the EU is a price taker in the world markets for most agricultural products, which 
means that the impact of our policy on the world prices is very low.   

As of July 2013, none of the agricultural sectors benefit from export refunds, which used 
to be main target of CAP related criticism in the past. 

And the EU is by far the biggest market for commodities exports from developing 
countries. We import more agricultural products from those countries than the US, 
Canada, Japan, New Zealand and Australia together. 

The EU is also the first provider of aid for trade. We support developing countries’ 
participation in international standard bodies and provide training on food safety issues. 
This helps improving effective access to world markets for the producers, and 
contributes to better availability of safe and nutritious food in developing countries. 

However, we must work in partnership. Achieving food and nutrition security could only 
happen if developing countries are also committed to this agenda. 
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This common agenda must be reflected in the post-2015 debate which is on-going. I was 
a member of the UN High-level Panel on post-2015 agenda, and I’m pleased that the 
report included “ensure food security and good nutrition” amongst its 12 illustrative 
goals.   

To conclude, I want to confirm that I am determined to put PCD high on the EU agenda. 
I will personally pay a strong attention the impact of EU policies on the rest of the world 
to ensure a maximum coherence between its internal and development policies. 


