
 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

 

 

Andris Piebalgs 

European Commissioner for Development 
 

Launch of the European Report on Development 

 

 

European Report on Development event / Brussels 

9 April 2013 



 

 2 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am very happy to welcome all of you to launch of the European Report on 

Development. Your presence here today shows that this year’s report has hit the nail on 

the head by dealing with one of the “hottest” topics for the global community at the 

moment: the post-2015 development agenda.  

It also shows that, in only four years, the ERD has succeeded in demonstrating its 

credibility as a valuable contributor to the debate on development policy. 

And before going further, I want to thank the authors of the report: I have been 

sincerely impressed with the wealth and breadth of knowledge the report puts forward, 

and by the quality of the analysis it presents.  

I am confident it will give us the opportunity to discuss in depth how we can shape the 

development framework of tomorrow. And the issues involved here are weighty, to say 

the least.  

Post-2015 vision 

Of course, we are not starting from scratch. The development policies of today have 

done much to take the development cause forward. Likewise, the MDGs have been a 

global rallying call for fighting poverty. They proved that setting clear human 

development goals and targets can have enormous effect.  

Impressive progress has already been registered, and we hope to achieve even more by 

2015. Yet millions of people worldwide will still be living below what should be 

considered a decent standard of living. In some countries and among some populations 

the situation is particularly difficult.  Low-income fragile and conflict-afflicted states are 

badly off-track in meeting progress towards the MDGs. In short, we are left with 

unfinished business to attend to.  

In parallel, and linked to the discussion on post-2015, is the global debate on 

sustainable development.  

It is increasingly clear – and it is my personal conviction – that efforts to end poverty 

must go hand-in-hand with global and national action on sustainability. As last year’s 

ERD report clearly showed, global problems like climate change, lack of energy access 

and scarcity of resources such as land and water threaten to destroy any gains made in 

fighting poverty, with the poorest countries hardest hit again. So a post-2015 framework 

must embody both poverty eradication and sustainable development. 

 As the world’s largest collective donor of development aid and a world leader in fighting 

climate change and promoting the low-carbon economy, the EU takes its responsibilities 

in taking up the twin challenges of poverty eradication and sustainable development 

very seriously. That’s what has prompted the European Commission to formulate a 

single, overarching vision for an EU position on the post-2015 framework which brings 

together the strands of poverty, sustainability, equity and security. The result? A 

comprehensive and coherent response to future challenges called A Decent Life for All: 

ending poverty and giving the world a sustainable future.  

It is a vision that I believe can work. It is a vision that I know enjoys strong support in 

many quarters. But equally there are others who are not yet convinced that we need this 

kind of comprehensive approach. I travelled last month to India and Bali, in the 

framework of my participation to the UN High Level Panel on the post-2015 agenda. I 

can tell you that, for different reasons, India or Brazil for instance are still very much 

focused on sheer poverty alleviation and believe that sustainability issues should be 

dealt with in a separate agenda. We therefore have still some work to do to persuade 

them of the merits in our vision. 



 

 3 

More concretely, I believe that the post-2015 framework should be based and include 

the five elements which are mentioned in the Communication: 

– First, we have to finish the unfinished business. Building on the experiences of 

the MDGs, we need to define updated “floors to living standards” under which no-one 

should fall by 2030; 

– Second, the new framework should focus on empowerment, so that all citizens 

have the basic tools to pull themselves out of poverty. This is what I call the drivers for 

inclusive and sustainable growth.  

– Third, the sustainable and transparent management of natural resources must be 

a key element;  

– Fourth, the next global framework must include some values which were missing 

in the current ones: I am talking about equality, equity and justice, also encompassing 

democratic governance human rights and the rule of law; and 

– Fifth, we are convinced that peace and security also has to figure in the post-

2015 framework, with a focus on prevention. 

The main novelty of the framework – and our discussions in the High Level Panel confirm 

this – is its universal character, with goals applying to all countries, and responsibilities 

being shared.  

The other novelty lies in its shaping process. If we are seeking a universal framework 

from which everyone on the planet can benefit, it’s only right that this process should be 

inclusive and participatory – involving all partners and stakeholders, and giving a voice 

to those who are not usually heard.  

Indeed, we are all involved in the same global conversation. What is at stake is our 

common future – a future which I hope will be inclusive and sustainable, as the report’s 

title suggests.  

Conversations are as much about listening as they are about speaking. This is why I look 

forward to hearing from the authors of the ERD, as well as from our prominent panellists 

and participants. 

ERD 2013 

As you all know, the ERD is an independent report. As such, it does not reflect the 

official opinion of the Commission or of the Member States, but gives us the kind of 

different perspective I just mentioned. This year’s report certainly challenges us to do 

better – and to keep pushing our thinking forward.  

I am pleased to see that there is a great deal of common ground between the authors’ 

vision and ours – much more than issues of divergence. Let me briefly point out a few.  

First of all, while we might use different expressions to describe it, I believe the future 

we want is the same: one where poverty is eradicated in a sustainable manner, socially, 

economically and environmentally. 

We also agree that to achieve this, the new framework should go “beyond the MDGs” 

and cover the drivers for sustainable and inclusive growth and development. This implies 

a strong focus on structural transformation, which I believe would add considerable 

value to the development agenda.  

Turning to the means of implementation, I share the view that we should move “beyond 

aid” to mobilise the resources needed from all sources – domestic and international, 

public and private. Development assistance remains vital for a significant number of 

countries. We should make the best use of this aid, targeting it to countries where it 
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really makes a difference and ensuring it acts as a catalyst.  But I think we also all agree 

that aid alone is not sufficient and that other sources, with even higher potential, must 

be considered. 

 We should therefore look beyond financing, and consider how improved policy 

coherence for development can contribute to the goals we set. This is an area in which 

the report certainly gives us a lot of food for thought. 

Then, as the title of the report rightly points out, we will need “global action” to get us to 

our destination. This is what we just discussed at the High-level Panel meeting in Bali, 

where we agreed that the global partnership will be an integral part of the new 

development framework after 2015. 

Finally, we agree that the framework should be universal, and that targets will need to 

be tailored at the national level.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I think we all understand just how much ground we still have to cover. Designing a 

global framework for a post-2015 development agenda presents us with a huge 

challenge. Equally, it presents us with a huge opportunity to build on the progress 

achieved with the MDGs and deliver a worthy successor to them, which will guide us 

towards a Decent Life for All by 2030. 

This European Report on Development is therefore most welcome, and will certainly feed 

into our reflection on the issues before us.  

On that note, it’s with great pleasure that I now hand over to the authors, who will take 

you through the report in more detail. 

Thank you very much. 


