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Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 

Introduction 

 

I am delighted to welcome you to this meeting of the Scaling Up Nutrition 

Movement. We feel a special attachment to the SUN Movement here. Brussels 

hosted the conferences that led up to the movement's launch in September 2010; 

since then, SUN has quickly become the international forum for nutrition. 

 

I very much hope that we can use this meeting to examine the issues before us, 

as we pursue our ultimate shared aim of making undernutrition a thing of the 

past. 

 

The problems of stunting and wasting are not new – but they have not always 

received the attention they deserve. When the Millennium Development Goals 

were drawn up, nutrition was effectively overlooked and only appeared hidden 

in the very goals that still lag behind today. Progress in meeting the MDG on 

halving the proportion of people suffering from hunger is dramatically off track 

in many countries, with one in six children still underweight worldwide. 

However, we now have a chance to redress the balance and push for a real focus 

on nutrition in the post-MDG agenda. You will have the opportunity this 

morning to discuss how best to do this and I very much look forward to hearing 

what you think. 

 

The core of our meeting is also about accountability. The SUN Movement has 

now gained greater momentum than expected; to maintain this momentum and 

ensure its credibility, we need to report better on what we are achieving 

together. We do not yet have a satisfactory system to track resource flows for 
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nutrition. We can partially track investments, especially through the health 

sector. However, investments made in other sectors, which may also have a 

significant impact on nutrition, are not systematically picked up. We need to 

address this urgently, so that we can plan how best to tackle undernutrition and 

identify investment gaps. A proper system to track spending on nutrition is the 

foundation of a robust accountability framework. Working together to collect 

information on the basis of common principles, will give us a coherent global 

picture of efforts by all actors. One of the expected outcomes of this meeting is 

to be able to reach agreement on common principles that should be applied to 

resource tracking. We can then ask the SUN Lead Group to endorse them at 

their next meeting, so that we will be able to report in a more accurate way at the 

UN General Assembly in September 2013.  

 

Once we know what we are spending, we can ask ourselves three basic 

questions: are we targeting our investments towards the countries most in need? 

Is our spending effective? And is it having the desired impact? If we can identify 

what works, we can direct funding on nutrition to those countries needing more 

support to attain their nutrition targets and to those interventions that are seen to 

work and have a real impact – with important and obvious implications for 

programme design. Make no mistake: doing this will not be as easy as it may 

sound. Many external factors come into play, and establishing priorities and the 

cause/effect relationship is going to be a challenge. 

 

 

EU's policy framework  Communication 

 

This brings me to the European Commission’s plans.  

Over the next two days we will ask ourselves some more questions, which are 

central to the EU’s food and nutrition security policy framework. For example, 
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what kind of role will agriculture play in nutrition security? And how can we 

best promote agricultural policies that are nutrition-sensitive? Well, improving 

production will always be important, but issues such as diversification of food 

crops matter if families are to gain access to a wider range of nutritious foods. 

We will also look at the role of the private sector. The New Alliance sees the 

private sector as a key partner and the EU shares this view. Indeed, our Agenda 

for Change highlights the important role that the private sector needs to play if 

we are to lift people out of poverty and food insecurity.  

 

Combating undernutrition and stunting will be a pivotal element of our 

programmes, and I am pleased to be able to tell you that, on Tuesday, the 

Commission adopted a policy paper on nutrition. Its full title is “Enhancing 

Maternal and Child Nutrition in External Assistance: an EU Policy Framework”. 

 

This policy framework is built around two key targets. Firstly, the Commission 

will play its part in reducing stunting in children under five with a pledge to 

support partner countries in meeting at least 10 per cent of the World Health 

Assembly’s target on reducing stunting by 2025. In other words, by that date our 

efforts will have resulted in at least 7 million fewer stunted children. Secondly, 

we will work to reduce the number of children under five who are wasted. 

 

 

Results 

 

And here we come to a second key deliverable of our meeting – together with 

other donors, the SUN Secretariat and experts, many of whom are here in this 

room today, the Commission has been working to build a consensus around a 

results framework to measure impact in relation to the stunting target. This is of 

vital importance for nutrition. It is cutting edge work and we very much hope 
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that, by the end of this meeting, we will be in a position to ask the SUN Lead 

Group to endorse our approach.  

 

This work goes beyond nutrition and is a first step in a process to which all 

development stockholders are committed: shifting from simply committing 

financial resources to presenting both resources and results or impact in a single 

framework. 

 

 

Strategic priorities 

 

Coming back to nutrition and complementing the two headline goals on stunting 

and wasting, the Commission’s policy framework sets out a number of strategic 

priorities, which will be developed into a detailed action plan over the coming 

months.  

 

Firstly, the Commission will continue to mobilise political commitment for 

nutrition at country and international level. I am particularly delighted to see so 

many representatives from SUN countries here in Brussels – it is the level of 

political commitment in your countries that will make the difference. 

 

Secondly, it is important that nutrition interventions can be scaled up. We are 

doing our bit, but partner countries need to ensure that nutrition receives 

attention when it comes to setting national priorities and budgets. The costs of 

undernutrition are too great to ignore – quite simply, more investment at country 

level is needed. 

 

Thirdly, nutrition is a complex area – the Commission will continue to invest in 

applied research and to provide technical expertise to implement programmes on 
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nutrition. We are keen to significantly broaden the global knowledge base on 

what works best in nutrition and to replicate it where possible, so that our 

actions and those of our partners consistently deliver the best results and highest 

impact.  

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Let me assure you that the Commission’s commitment to combating 

undernutrition is here to stay. I sense also that we have unique opportunity to 

move forward quickly – thanks in no small measure to the tireless work of the 

SUN Movement and to the G8’s efforts to keep food and nutrition security in the 

international spotlight. We owe it to the millions of children and their families, 

whose lives are blighted by undernutrition, not only to pursue our efforts, but to 

increase them.  

 

And what better place to start doing just that than here, at this meeting? You 

have come to Brussels to share your enthusiasm and ideas. I thank you for that 

and feel sure that they will make for a successful two days of discussions that 

take us ever closer to our goal of ridding the world of undernutrition once and 

for all. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 


