
 
                                                                                           
 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION MAKES FURTHER COMMITMENT TO SAVING CHILDREN’S LIVES  

20 million Euros pledged to increase vaccination in developing countries 

 
Geneva, 12 September 2011 – The European Commission (EC) gave a shot at a healthy life to children in 
Africa, and the Caribbean and Pacific regions today by committing an additional 20 million Euros to the Global 
Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation (GAVI Alliance) to fund a life-saving vaccine against five deadly 
childhood diseases. 
 
The grant comes at a time when GAVI is facing rising country demand for vaccines. GAVI recently reported a 
record 50 countries applied for vaccine funding during the Alliance's latest application round - nearly double the 
previous record in 2007.  
 
“We are grateful for the European Commission’s confidence in GAVI. This donation, combined with the evident 
commitment from developing countries to expand immunisation programmes, will further support our efforts to 
protect children from death and disability,” said GAVI’s CEO Dr Seth Berkley. “All children have a right to a 
healthy start in life and vaccination is critical to this.” 
 
Following the long term financing delivered at GAVI’s first pledging conference in June, where an additional 
US$ 4.3 billion was committed to its immunisation programmes, this extra EC donation illustrates the 
continuing commitment of major international donors to ensuring that all children have equal access to life-
saving vaccines, wherever they are born.  
 
“Every child deserves to be protected against disease with vaccines, no matter whether it is born in Europe, 
Africa or elsewhere in the world,” said European Commissioner for Development Andris Piebalgs. 
“Immunisation is one of the best buys in global health. Partnering with GAVI which plays a key role in fighting 
child mortality is part of our action to foster the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.”  
 
GAVI’s significant progress in protecting children with vaccines is key to global efforts to reach the Millennium 
Development Goals and specifically MDG 4 which aims to reduce under-five child mortality by two-thirds by 
2015.  According to WHO figures, the GAVI Alliance has prevented more than five million deaths since it began 
in 2000 by accelerating access to new and under-used vaccines in developing countries. 
 
The grant brings the total EC contributions and pledges to an equivalent of US$ 115 million for the period 
2003-2012. This total includes today’s €20 million plus the €10 million recently committed at the GAVI pledging 
conference.  Today’s grant, financed in agreement with the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States, will 
allow close to 40 GAVI-eligible countries to benefit from the pentavalent vaccine which provides protection 
against five diseases in one injection. This 5-in-1 vaccine helps to lower shipping costs, limits waste and 
environmental impact, and reduces the number of injections needed – making it easier, quicker and safer to 
deliver the vaccine. In 2010 alone, some 28 million children were immunised with pentavalent vaccine with 
support from the GAVI Alliance. 
 
GAVI’s donors include 19 national governments of which 10 are European member states, in addition to the 
EC, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, and other corporate and private donors1. Thanks to donors and 
partners, the GAVI Alliance plans to immunise over a quarter of a billion children against life-threatening 
diseases by 2015 and prevent another four million future deaths. 

                                                            
1 See breakdown of GAVI contributions and pledges and % compared to all donors at  

http://www.gavialliance.org/funding/donor‐profiles/   

http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/2011/developing-countries-make-record-demand-for-life-saving-vaccines/
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/2011/developing-countries-make-record-demand-for-life-saving-vaccines/
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/2011/donors-commit-vaccine-funding-to-achieve-historic-milestone-in-global-health/
http://www.gavialliance.org/funding/donor-profiles/
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The GAVI Alliance is a public-private global health partnership committed to saving children’s lives and 
protecting people’s health by increasing access to immunization in poor countries. The Alliance brings together 
developing country and donor governments, the World Health Organization, UNICEF, the World Bank, the 
vaccine industry in both industrialised and developing countries, research and technical agencies, civil society 
organizations, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and other private philanthropists. Since it was launched at 
the World Economic Forum in 2000, GAVI has prevented more than five million future deaths and helped 
protect 288 million children with new and underused vaccines.  
 
For more information, please visit: www.gavialliance.org  
Sign up to receive GAVI’s newsletter: Immunisation insights   
 
European's Commission media 
contacts: 
Catherine Ray, Spokesperson: +32 2 296 
99 21 or +32 498 96 99 21 - 
catherine.ray@ec.europa.eu 

Wojtek Talko, Press Officer: +32 2 295 29 
46 or +32 498 97 85 51 - 
wojtek.talko@ec.europa.eu 

 
 
GAVI alliance media contacts: 
 
Dan Thomas 
+41 22 909 6524 
+41 79 251 8581 
dthomas@gavialliance.org 
 
Ariane Leroy 
+41 22 909 6521 office 
+41 79 340 1878 mobile 
aleroy@gavialliance.org  
 
 
Photo and video requests: 
 
Sandra Scolari  
+41 22 909 6528 
sscolari@gavialliance.org 
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