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Dear Ambassador and honourable Members of European Parliament,  

Dear guests and friends of Croatia and the United States,  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

It is a great pleasure for me to have the opportunity to address you here 

in the middle of Brussels as a speaker from Croatia, a new member 
state of the European Union. We all have a reason to celebrate this 

year: Croatia entered the Union and the American Chambers of 

Commerce to the EU is celebrating its 50th anniversary! I would like to 

congratulate our American friends for this achievement and also thank 

them for organising this event and welcoming Croatia to the EU! 

In these 50 years of the presence of AmCham in the EU, both the US 
and the EU have passed through remarkable social and economic 
changes embracing new opportunities and processes that had 

transformed our way of living and thinking. We have also recently 

witnessed difficult times as economic and financial crisis hit both sides of 

the Atlantic and we had to deal with similar challenges in order to bring 

stability back to our citizens and markets. Nevertheless, we succeeded 

and our transatlantic partnership is even stronger than before, looking at 

some common goals in the future and building an alliance on common 

ground around some global economic and social issues. 



The European Union itself had grown from 6 to 28 members, built a 

strong single market and created Euro… What we now have is Europe 

coloured by its diversities with different peoples and cultures co-existing 
peacefully but united under one roof of the European Union. The 

path to reach this goal was sometimes harsh and buried with difficulties, 

but Europe nevertheless has stand tall and many countries still, like once 

Croatia, wait in the line to become members. This shows the strength of 

the European Union and its good prospects for the future. As such, 

Europe is trustworthy partner to the world and to its American friend.  

Croatia itself had gone under many reforms to achieve the 
membership in the EU; during negotiation process with the EU we also 

had a strong support from our transatlantic friend that has never 

ended. For this we are very grateful to our American partners and I am 

sure our overall relations can only get better in the years to come. I am 

happy to learn that the Americans started to flow into Croatia in big 

numbers: we have seen some 15 % rise of American tourists last year. 

This way our two nations can get to know each other better and this 

could serve to improving our joint economic outlook as well.  

Now, when Croatia is part of the EU, I believe we can help to bring the 

Americans even closer to Europeans and vice-versa.  

I know you have discussed about the Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership (TTIP) Agreement during today’s working 

session. Indeed, this issue is of huge importance for all: when these 

negotiations are completed, the EU-US agreement would be the biggest 

bilateral trade deal ever negotiated! These negotiations give us a great 

opportunity to confirm our mutual commitment to key values and best 

practices, in order to create common market space that would benefit 

consumers as well as businessmen across both Atlantic coasts.  



As the Commissioner for Consumer Policy I am aware of the great 

significance of this transatlantic deal, especially in maintenance of health 

and safety standards. Strict safety rules are sometimes viewed as a 

burden but I think wrongly so. We need them to bring back the 
confidence of consumers into markets and this way boost the 

consumer demand of the economy, and as well overcome more easily 

barriers in transatlantic trade.   

In this process the input from all stakeholders, especially consumers’ 

organisations is quite valuable, in order to reach the best results for 
all.  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

the TTIP offers a great opportunity to open new economic possibilities 

and help both sides in future business endeavours.  Our transatlantic 

success story could continue even in the era of globalisation, when other 

new global players come into the scene, and thus our transatlantic 

partnership becomes even stronger.  

And here we are back to our starting point: consumer policy is an 

economic policy as well and consumers should be regarded as 
drivers for competition, innovation and growth. The high standards of 

consumer protection present therefore neither a burden nor a luxury.  

Dear ladies and gentlemen,  

I am indeed very honoured to be here in the middle of the so called 

European quarter in Brussels and to be able to speak in front of my 

Croatian compatriots from a position of the European Commissioner. We 

all know how hard it was to achieve this membership in the European 

Union and I thank our American friends for giving me a chance to 



emphasize this fact once more. Now when we celebrate our new role we 

should also try not to take it for granted and with all other MS work on it 

for a common European future. In the age of global connectedness and 

global challenges, we certainly hope that our American friends will join us 

and contribute to this aim as well. The future of the transatlantic 

relationship lies in our hands, and let us use this opportunity to further 

enhance our cooperation and become real partners at the global level as 

well.  

Thank you! 

 


