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Brussels, 26 November 2012 

Transport: New railway line opens in the Austrian Lower 
Inn Valley as part of TEN-T project 

The Lower Inn Valley line has been opened today as part of the high capacity TEN-T rail axis 
from Berlin to Palermo and providing the Tyrolean access route to the Brenner Base Tunnel. 
By expanding rail capacity, the new line will importantly contribute to the EU's goal to shift 
traffic from road to rail and help Tyrol facing the environmental challenges of this ecologically 
sensitive Alpine area. European Coordinator Pat Cox welcomed the opening of the new 
access line as an important step forward in realising sustainable and more resource efficient 
transport. 

The new double track rail line between Kundl/Radfeld and Baumkirchen is 40 kilometres long, 
runs 34 kilometres in tunnels and is perfectly integrated in the landscape. It has been built as a 
high capacity line for freight and passengers and supplements the existing line. It will deliver 
an important increase in rail traffic capacity, from 350 trains today to 600 trains in future, when 
the Brenner Base Tunnel becomes operational (in 2026).  

The new Lower Inn Valley line becomes operational on 9 December, simultaneously with the 
new Vienna - Sankt Pölten line. Together, the two new lines will soon reduce the journey time 
between Vienna and Innsbruck for passengers from 4:35 hours to 4:10 hours. 

The total costs of this major infrastructure project have been € 2.3 billion, to which the EU 
contributed € 140 million from the TEN-T budget. 

The Lower Inn Valley line is part of Priority Project 1, which is among the 30 Priority Projects 
chosen by the European Union both according to their European added-value and their 
contribution to the sustainable development of transport. Their completion will improve the 
economic efficiency of the European transport system and provide direct benefits for 
European citizens. 

 

For more information:  

http://tentea.ec.europa.eu/en/ten-t_projects/ten-t_projects_by_country/austria/2007-at-
01130-p.htm 

or e-mail: TENEA-COMMUNICATION@ec.europa.eu 
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