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Transport: New high-speed rail line inaugurated 
between Vienna and St. Pölten 
 
A new high-capacity rail line Vienna-St.Pölten and the Lainzer Tunnel will be inaugurated 
on 23 November, as part of the TEN-T priority project between Paris and Bratislava. The 
new Vienna Main Station will also be partly opened on the same day. The works were co-
financed by the TEN-T funds. 

Economic activities are concentrated along axes that provide the best accessibility. 
Therefore, the establishment of corridors for freight and passenger transport is of 
particular importance. Such corridors are the arteries of the economy. The "Western 
Railway" including Vienna- St.Pölten is such a lifeline not only in Austria but with a 
European dimension.  

In 2004 the "Western Railway" became part of the European railway axis Paris-Bratislava, 
the Priority Project No. 17. With the support of the EU Coordinator Péter Balázs many 
successes have been achieved, notably improving the cooperation of regions and 
associations but also the infrastructure along the alignment.  

Since 1996 the European Union co-funded the improvements of the infrastructure with 
nearly €680 million from the TEN-T budget, about 41% of it in Austria. The EU 
contribution to the Austrian section from the TEN-T budget will add up to €102.3 million by 
2015, €9.4 million out of it from the EERP 

Austria covered the majority of the costs for the construction of the new high-capacity-line 
or at the new Vienna Central Station. The country has invested about €5 billion to improve 
Priority Project 17 in their country.  

The completion of the works will further increase the capacity for passenger and freight 
traffic and significantly reduce travel times until 2017.  

This year Vienna Station will only be opened partly without effect on time tables. The big 
change will be in 2015 with the complete opening and by saving 55 minutes. 

With the investments in France, Germany and Austria the travel time between Paris and 
Bratislava may be reduced by around 20% by 2020. Many regions will be connected along 
the environmentally friendly axis: Vienna and Munich will be only a 4h-train-ride away 
now, Paris and Stuttgart around 3 ¼ hours by 2016, and Paris and Munich around 4 ¾ 
hours by 2020. 
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Background 
Priority Project 17 Paris-Strasbourg-Stuttgart-Vienna-Bratislava (PP17) is an east-west 
oriented railway axis crossing very densely populated areas in the centre of Europe. It 
stretches over 1,382 km and touches upon four Member States: France, Germany, Austria 
and Slovakia. It was designated in 20041. PP17 is one of three east-west axes in the EU. 

Important sections have been opened or are on their way to completion during the next 
five years:  

• In France, the works on the section Baudrecourt-Vendenheim started in October 
2010. The viaduct crossing the river Sarre at Sarraltroff was inaugurated on 25 
July 2012. The whole section shall be in service by 2016. 

• Works on Stuttgart-Ulm started in 2010 and the section shall be fully operational by 
December 2020. 

• Munich-Salzburg: The planned three track Freilassing-Salzburg section and the dual 
track section between Mühldorf and Tüßling are expected to be completed by 
2015/2016. Construction of the Saalach Bridge is foreseen for completion in 2015 
as long as the joint environmental impact assessment is issued by 2013. 

• Works on the Wels-Linz section are on-going and expected to be finished by 
2021/2025. The four-track Linz-Vienna section (including the St. Pölten freight rail 
bypass) shall be in operation by 2017.  

• 0The St. Pölten-Vienna section will be finished by 9 December 2012, allowing a 15 
minute reduction in travel time.  

• Vienna-Bratislava: The new Vienna Station will be partly opened in December 2012.  
 

The development along the axis and related projects are 
co-funded by the European Commission with €682.89 
million (1995-2015) through the TEN-T budget (€597.5 
million), the European Recovery Plan (€85.4 million) and 
– in the Slovak Republic – also from the Cohesion Fund.  

 

 
 

PP17: Tavel Time 

 
 
                                          
1 Decision No 884/2004/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 on "Community 

guidelines for the development of the trans-European transport network", http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:167:0001:0038:EN:PDF  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:167:0001:0038:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:167:0001:0038:EN:PDF
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0PP17 in Austria: Wels-Vienna 

The former dual track line has been modernised to a four track high capacity axis for east-
west traffic which is already in service in important sectors: about 46% of the stretch has 
already been completed, 43% is under construction, and 11% is in the planning stage. 
Important milestones have been achieved on this section and the current works are 
progressing according to schedule:  

• Lainzer Tunnel (12.8 km): completed; 
• Vienna-St. Pölten (60 km): completed; 
• St. Pölten-Loosdorf (rail-freight bypass): some bridges have already been finished to 

close the gap. Construction works for the so-called Pummersdorfer tunnel started 
in January 2012. The whole section should be finished in 2017.  

• Melk Station: the two-track-section was realigned in order to reach 120 km/h and 
the station relocated by November 2011. This project has been co-financed by the 
European Economic Recovery Plan (EERP) since 2009 (€3.4 million). 

• Ybbs-Amstetten: works started at the end of 2008, including the “Burgstallertunnel” 
between Hubertendorf and Blindenmarkt. The overall commissioning is scheduled 
for 2014 increasing freight and passenger capacities and allowing speeds up to 250 
km/h.  

In the annual TEN-T call 2011, some Austrian proposals successfully applied for funding 
for works at Amstetten Station, along Lambach-Breitenschützing and at the St.Pölten-
Loosdorf freight railway bypass, adding up to about €63 million eligible costs and up to 
€12.6 million EU contribution by the end of December 2014. 

 


