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A boost for clean and secure energy in Poland: European 
Commission approves more than €200 million EU 
regional funds for liquefied natural gas terminal  

The European Commission has approved an investment of €223.7 million from the 
European Regional and Development Fund (ERDF) for the construction of a liquefied 
natural gas terminal (LNG) at Świnoujście in the Polish region of West Pomerania. This 
investment will improve the security of supply of natural gas to Poland and neighbouring 
countries. It also helps to diversify energy sources, and increase competition on the Polish 
gaseous fuel market.  

The project should also have important environmental benefits: with reduced CO2 
emissions, since natural gas is a greener source of fuel than burning coal or oil. With the 
project's expected implementation in 2014, it is estimated that 130 permanent jobs should 
be directly created. 

EU Commissioner for Regional Policy Johannes Hahn, who signed the decision, said “Our 
decision to co-fund this important project highlights the European Commission’s 
commitment to supporting projects that significantly contribute to the EU 2020 energy 
targets. This project will also stimulate growth in the region since it will spur other 
investments and increase the skills of the workforce employed to construct and operate 
the terminal. Citizens themselves will benefit both in terms of an improved and cleaner 
energy supply and in terms of new jobs created by the project. This is also an important 
investment in the security of the energy supply for Poland and its other European 
neighbours."  

The investment comes through a programme called "Infrastructure and Environment", via 
the Priority Axis “Energy security including diversification of energy sources”. The 
European Union, through the ERDF, will finance €223.7 million out of a total investment of 
€846 million. 



 

 2

Background: 
This is a "major project", of which the total investment (VAT included) is above €50 million 
and thus subject to a specific decision by the European Commission, whereas other types 
of projects are approved at national or regional levels.  

The liquefied natural gas (LNG) terminal is an unloading and regasification facility. The 
LNG terminal will comprise a set of related technology lines, installations and structures 
used for: 

• unloading LNG from ships; 
• in-process storage of LNG; 
• LNG regasification; 
• production and distribution of nitrogen and its addition to regasified gas; 
• supplying natural gas to the national transmission system; 
• loading LNG to tank trucks. 

 

The nominal capacity of the regasification terminal (2 LNG tanks) is 570,000 Nm3/h, which 
corresponds to around 5 billion Nm3/year, which may be expanded to 856,000 Nm3/h, 
corresponding to 7.5 billion Nm3/year, after 2017. 

In addition to the construction of the LNG terminal, three accompanying projects are also 
being carried out to ensure that the terminal is fully operational, namely: 

• construction of infrastructures ensuring access to the external port in Świnoujście; 
• construction of a quay to allow LNG to be unloaded safely;  
• construction of the Świnoujście – Szczecin gas pipeline, linking the LNG terminal to 

the national transmission system. 
 

Poland has been allocated approximately €67 billion in total cohesion policy funding from 
2007-2013.  
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