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Almost €20 million of EU regional funds to transform a 
former power plant into a cultural centre in Łódź, Poland  

The European Commission will contribute €19.6 million from the European Regional and 
Development Fund (ERDF) to revitalise a former power station in the Polish city of Łódź, 
which is of great architectural and historical value. The facilities of the power plant will be 
turned into a Film Arts Centre featuring a gallery, theatre, library and shopping/dining 
mall as well as into an interactive Science and Technology Centre.  
EU Commissioner for Regional Policy Johannes Hahn, who signed the decision, said “This 
project is a good example of revitalization of deprived areas which is a key priority of the 
EU urban policy. It will stimulate growth in the region since it will spur other investments 
and increase its attractiveness. Citizens themselves will also benefit from the new cultural 
and artistic facilities."  

This investment will not only benefit the cultural, scientific and technological communities 
of the region of Łódzkie, but also the pupils and students for whom special thematic trails 
and exhibitions will be organised. It will contribute to enhancing the attractiveness of the 
city while preserving those buildings of high architectural value. The project should be 
completed by end 2013 and is expected to create 165 new jobs. 

The investment comes through the Operational Programme for the Łódzkie region under 
the priority axis "Revitalisation of urban areas". The European Union, through the ERDF, 
will finance €19.6 million out of a total investment of €53.5 million for the whole project. 

Background: 
This is a "major project", of which the total investment (VAT included) is above €50 million 
and thus subject to a specific decision by the European Commission, whereas other types 
of projects are approved at national or regional levels.  

The revitalisation of a post-industrial urban area comprising former buildings of the 
power plant (EC1) involves: 

• Building EC-1 East comprising former switchgear, machinery and boiler-
room facilities, as well as offices - to be converted into a Film Arts Centre; 

• Building EC-1 West comprising former switchgear, pump-station, 
machinery, boiler-room, water-softening and cooling-tower facilities as well 
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as a newly built section to be converted into an interactive Science and 
Technology Centre. 

 
Poland has been allocated approximately €67 billion in total of cohesion policy funding 
from 2007-2013.  

 

More information: 

EU-funded 'Major Projects'  

Project contact 

Project website 
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