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EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

PRESS RELEASE 

Berlin, 8 February 2013 

Commission approves EU co-investment of EUR 21 
million in Rostock-Berlin railway construction 
The European Commission has today approved an investment of €21 million from the 
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) in a railway construction project in the 
German Länder of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and Brandenburg. This project will boost the 
capacity, traffic speed and security of the railway line at regional as well as cross-regional 
level.   

The project involves the renovation and construction of a high-speed distance track for 
passenger and goods traffic on the railway section between Rostock and Berlin. This 
railway line, being an integral part of the Trans-European Networks (TEN-T), plays a 
significant role in ensuring smooth traffic flow between two key cities in the northeast of 
Germany. The improvement indirectly contributes to the Baltic Sea Strategy by providing 
better access to the Baltic Sea Region as well. 

Commenting on the decision, Commissioner for Regional Policy Johannes Hahn said “This 
is a tangible example of EU investments improving quality of life for German citizens and 
making their region more attractive to investors. Safe and secure transport infrastructure 
is fundamental, not only for the smooth operation of the Union’s internal market, but also 
for the economic and social wellbeing of the people living in our metropolitan and 
surrounding areas.” 

The investment comes through a programme called "Transport ERDF 2007-2013". The 
European Union, through the ERDF, will finance €21 million out of a total investment of 
€80 million.  

The primary beneficiaries from the construction of this project are the citizens of Berlin 
and of the Länder Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and Brandenburg. 

 

Background: 
The second module of the major investment project, currently co-funded by the ERDF, 
concerns the construction and renovation of 26 kilometres of railway track. It allows the 
increase of traffic speed to 160 km/hour and the reduction of travel time between 
Rostock and Berlin by 47,5 minutes. The first module has been approved in 2011 and is 
still under construction. 

This is a "major project", of which the total investment (VAT included) is above €50 million 
and thus subject to a specific decision by the European Commission, whereas other types 
of projects are approved at national or regional levels.  
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Germany has been allocated approximately €26.4 billion in total cohesion policy funding 
from 2007-2013.   
 

More information: 
EU-funded 'Major Projects'  

EU cohesion policy in Germany 

Contact the Managing Authority 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/projects/major_projects/index_de.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/informat/country2009/de_de.pdf
mailto:Joachim.Vaahsen@deutschebahn.com
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