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Commission approves EUR 751 million investment for 
rail improvements in West and Central Romania 
The European Commission has approved an investment of € 751 million from the 
Cohesion Fund for the Sighisoara – Coslariu section of the Brasov – Simeria railway line, 
vastly improving passenger and freight transport in West and Central Romania. The 
counties of Mures, Sibiu and Alba will benefit from better accessibility, making the region 
more competitive and attractive to investors. The project is also part of a wider 
trans-European transport priority axis, to improve travel connections across Europe. 
 
Commenting on the decision, Commissioner for Regional Policy Johannes Hahn said “This 
is a good example of EU regional funds working for citizens, while also transforming 
regions into better places to do business. Safe and secure transport infrastructure is 
fundamental, not only for the smooth operation of the Union’s internal market, but also for 
the economic and social wellbeing of the people living in our regions.” 

Works are being carried out on 89.5 km of double-track railway line between the cities of 
Sighisoara and Coslariu to ensure a maximum speed of 160 km/h for passenger trains and 
a maximum speed of 120 km/h for freight trains in compliance with modern European 
infrastructure standards. Passenger traffic is expected to increase, with improved safety 
and comfort and a reduction in travel times for the region’s 1.12 million inhabitants. 
Similarly, the improvements are expected to lead to increased freight carriage, as opposed 
to road transport, through the provision of higher quality service and speed. 

The investment comes through the EU co-financed Transport Programme, priority axis 
"Modernization and development of TEN-T priority axis aiming at sustainable national 
transport system integrated with EU transport networks". The European Union, through 
the Cohesion Fund, will finance EUR 751 million out of a total investment of EUR 884 
million. It is expected that the project will be finalised by end 2015. The project itself has 
led to the creation of 600 jobs. 

 

Background: 
All "major projects", of which the total investment (VAT included) is above €50 million are 
subject to a specific decision by the European Commission, whereas other types of 
projects are approved at national or regional levels.  

The IV Pan-European Corridor is one of the ten Pan-European transport corridors which 
were defined at the second Pan-European transport Conference in Crete, March 1994, as 
routes in Central and Eastern Europe that required major investment over the next years. 
The IV Pan-European Corridor is going from Dresden/Nuremberg to Istanbul via Prague -
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Vienna - Bratislava - Budapest - Arad - Bucharest - Craiova - Sofia and Thessaloniki / 
Plovdiv. 

Romania has been allocated approximately € 19,7 billion in total cohesion policy funding 
from 2007-2013.  

More information: 
EU-funded 'Major Projects'  

EU cohesion policy in Romania 

Contact the project leader 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/projects/major_projects/index_el.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/informat/country2009/ro_ro.pdf
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