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Commission approves EUR 20.6 million for a major water 
management project in Latvia 

The European Commission has approved an investment of €20.6 million from the Cohesion 
Fund to a major water management project in Riga. The project is the fourth phase of a 
long-term investment programme from 1995 to 2025 for improving the Latvian capital’s 
drinking water and waste water management system. In the currently defined territory of 
agglomeration the project is the third phase to be co-financed by EU funds. It foresees the 
construction of a new drinking water treatment plant in Baltezers and the extension of the 
water supply and sewerage networks in Marupe, Katlakalns and Bolderaja.  

The first stage from 1995 to 2002 concerned improvement of the functioning of drinking 
water and waste water treatment plants, as well as reconstruction of water supply and 
sewerage networks in a critical state. The second phase from 2002 to 2006 involved 
renovation and expansion of Zakumuiza water production well field and extension of water 
supply and waste water collection networks in Mezaparks, Marupe (territory not covered 
by the fourth phase) and Vecaki. The third phase from 2006 to 2009 expanded water 
supply and waste water collection networks in Sampeteris and Darzciems.  

Commenting on the decision, Commissioner for Regional Policy Johannes Hahn said “This 
project is aimed at protecting the health of Riga’s residents by making sure their drinking 
water is wholesome and clean, as well as protecting the environment from the adverse 
effects of untreated waste water discharges with a clear EU added value, to ensure that 
each and every Euro is wisely spent.” 

As a result of the project, almost 700 000 citizens in the Riga agglomeration will benefit 
from a connection to the centralised water supply and waste water collection networks. 
The project will also significantly contribute to the achievement of the objectives of the EU 
Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region, especially to save the Sea and will strengthen the 
Strategy's environmental dimension.  

The investment comes through a programme called "Infrastructure and Services" in Riga. 
The European Union, through the Cohesion Fund, will finance €20.6 million out of a total 
investment of €61.3 million.  

 

Background 

This is a so-called "major project", of which the total investment (VAT included) is above 
€50 million and thus subject to a specific decision by the European Commission, whereas 
other types of projects are approved at national or regional levels.  
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Latvia has been allocated approximately €4.6 billion in total cohesion policy funding from 
2007-2013.  

 

More information: 

EU cohesion policy in Latvia 

EU-funded 'Major Projects' 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/informat/country2009/lv_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/projects/major_projects/index_en.cfm
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