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Commission approves EUR 84 million of regional funds 
for the flagship environment project in Bulgaria 
 
The European Commission has approved an investment of €83.7 million from the 
European Regional Development Fund for the flagship environment project in the 
Bulgarian capital city Sofia.  

The project aims at the establishment of a modern, compliant and integrated municipal 
waste management system for the city and shall supplement the measures already 
implemented by the municipality in this respect. It will contribute to reaching the national 
targets established to cover the requirements of the EU waste legislation.  

The overall project consists of two phases and includes the implementation of the 
following key investment measures: construction of a landfill for non-hazardous waste; 
construction of an installation for separately collected green waste; construction of a 
treatment facility for separately collected bio-waste, as well as construction of a 
Mechanical Biological Treatment plant. 

The first phase covering the landfill and the installations for bio-waste and green waste 
was approved by the Commission on 1 July 2011 with EU co-financing of EUR 43 million.   

The present Decision covers the second phase of the project, which foresees the 
construction of the key element of the waste management system - the Mechanical 
Biological Treatment plant with Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) production. The plant will treat 
all household waste from Sofia (excluding separately collected bio-waste and green 
waste). It will have a capacity of approximately 410,000 tons per year. 

Commenting on the decision, Commissioner for Regional Policy Johannes Hahn said “This 
flagship environmental project is a concrete example of how Structural Funds improve the 
everyday lives of citizens. It will contribute to the establishment of a modern, 
environmental-friendly and cost efficient waste management system in Sofia. This will 
further increase the attractiveness of the city and improve the quality of life of its 
inhabitants.” 

This project is meant to provide a long-term sustainable solution to the waste 
management situation in Sofia. It is estimated that the entire population of the capital city 
(around 1.3 million residents) will benefit from this measure, while the implementation of 
the project itself is expected to create 220 jobs.  

The European Union will finance €83.7 million out of a total investment of €107.5 million 
for the second phase of the project.  
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Taken together with the €43 million provided to the first phase of the project the EU will 
secure an overall amount of €126.7 million out of a total investment of €176.9 million.  

Background: 
The Mechanical Biological Treatment plant will be located at the Sadinata site (it will be 
adjacent to the newly constructed sanitary landfill). The plant will treat all household 
waste from Sofia (excluding separately collected bio-waste and green waste). The MBT 
process will comprise the following steps: mechanical / manual separation and sorting, 
biological treatment of organic waste, and production of Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF).  

This is a so-called "major project", of which the total investment (VAT included) is above 
€50 million and thus subject to a specific decision by the European Commission, whereas 
other types of projects are approved at national or regional levels.  

More information: 
Contact the OP Environment Managing Authority  
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http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/projects/major_projects/index_el.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/informat/country2009/el_el.pdf
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