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Commission approves EUR 24 million of regional funds 
for major investment in renewable energy technology in 
Italy 
 

The European Commission has approved an investment of €24.5 million from the 
Structural Funds to a major industrial investment in a production plant for so called  thin 
film technology photovoltaic cells and modules in Catania, Sicily. The project will produce  
240 MegaWatt/year of photovoltaic cells and modules with multi-junction thin-film 
technology at an industrial site in Catania, which will in turn it is hoped will be used for 
the production of solar energy for domestic and industrial use .  
 
Commenting on the decision, Commissioner for Regional Policy Johannes Hahn said 
“Support for this kind of project is an expression of our modern, forward-looking Regional 
Policy. We want to support excellence in this field and help translate excellent ideas into 
economic opportunities for the region. This work will not only create new jobs for the 
region but it will do a great deal to help Italy meet its obligations to promote renewable 
energy. "   
The investment comes through a programme called "Renewable energies and energy 
efficiency" for the regions Calabria, Campania, Puglia and Sicilia in Italy. The European 
Union, through the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), will finance just over 
€24.5 million for the Catania project. The total investment for the whole programme,  
with national funds combined, comes to around  €537million.  The project will contribute 
to strengthen Italy's productive system in the sector of renewable energy technology 
and to safeguard and create high-skilled employment characterised. Some 243 positions 
will be maintained by the joint venture 3SUN, thanks to this project and a further 151 
new jobs will be generated in coming years. The project is eventually expected to 
contribute to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by placing modules for the 
generation of electricity from solar energy into the market.  
 
 
Background: 
 
3 SUN S.r.l., the company benefitting from this investment, is a joint venture agreement 
between Enel Green Power S.p.A. (Enel Group), Sharp Corporation and STMicroelectronics 
NV. The company's purpose is the integrated production of photovoltaic cells and modules, 
to enter the market for the installation of plants and photovoltaic power plants for 
domestic and industrial use. The project will be carried out within an already existing 
production unit in the industrial site in Catania.  
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The invesment covers building works, the purchase of machinery, expansion of existing 
electrical, mechanical and chemical facilities and also the acquisition by Sharp Corporation 
of licenses for the exclusive use of the technology in the production unit M6.  
 
This is a so-called "major project", of which the total investment (VAT included) is above 
€50 million and thus subject to a specific decision by the European Commission, whereas 
other types of projects are approved at national or regional levels.  
The Commission is closely monitoring the implementation of these projects while helping the 
authorities to optimize the use of EU investment.  
 
For 2007–13, Italy has been allocated €28.8 billion in total cohesion policy investment. 
 
More information: 
 
Contact the Italian Ministry of Economic Development (Intermediate Body) 
EU-funded 'Major Projects' 
EU cohesion policy in Italy 

mailto:romeo.petti@sviluppoeconomico.gov.it
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/projects/major_projects/index_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/informat/country2009/it_en.pdf
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