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Commission approves EUR 16 million of regional funds 
for a major bridge project in Greece 
 
The European Commission has approved an investment of €16 million from the European 
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) for a major bridge project in Central Macedonia. The 
project is among a list of 181 co-funded priority projects of high investment value which 
was identified by the Commission together with the Greek authorities in November 2011. 
When the bridge is built, it will  complete the 7.7 km road between Patrida and Naoussa. 
This will connect the cities Veroia – Naoussa - Skydra and Edessa.  

Commenting on the decision, Commissioner for Regional Policy Johannes Hahn said “This 
is a step in the right direction for Greece; we have been working hard with the authorities 
to ensure the implementation of each and every one of the 181 priority projects, which are 
aimed to boost the national economy. This project is expected to create more than 120 
much needed jobs.” 

The European Union will finance €16 million out of a total investment of almost €77 
million. This will make a real difference to creating growth in the national economy. The 
objectives of this project are threefold: it will ensure a safer and faster passenger and 
goods traffic, enhance the quality of life of the area's residents and guarantee a better 
connection with the touristic areas and with the rest of Greece. The road is expected to 
be completed and operational by 30 June 2014. The implementation of this project will 
create 122 jobs. 

 

Background: 

The contracted works for the project comprise the road construction and associated road 
works, the related road network, 2 junctions and the Naoussa interchange. The 
Department of Public Works of the Region of Central Macedonia is responsible for the 
management, the monitoring and the maintenance of this road network. 

This project will benefit the permanent residents of the urban areas crossed by the Veroia-
Naoussa road as well as residents of Patrida and a number of villages. Also the total road 
axis will serve economic entities with the transport of mainly agricultural products to 
industrial areas and from there, through the national road Thessaloniki-Edessa and 
Egnatia Highway, to the rest of Greece and abroad. 
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This is a so-called "major project", of which the total investment (VAT included) is above 
€50 million and thus subject to a specific decision by the European Commission, whereas 
other types of projects are approved at national or regional levels.  

The priority projects list accounts for 56% of the available cohesion policy investment in 
Greece for the period 2007-2013, totaling €20.4 billion. 

 

More information: 

Contact at the Department of Public Works of the Region of Central Macedonia 
(Managing authority) 

EU-funded 'Major Projects' 

EU cohesion policy in Greece 

 

mailto:loraiopoulou@mou.gr
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/projects/major_projects/index_el.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/informat/country2009/el_el.pdf
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