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EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 9 January 2013 

Commission approves EUR 69 million of regional funds 
to connect German regions  

The European Commission has approved an investment of €69 million from the European 
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) for a major motorway construction project that will 
bring improved security, accessibility and economic development to the regions involved.   

The project in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Germany involves the construction of the 3rd 
section of the highway A14. This will provide a vital connection between the cities 
Magdeburg, Schwerin and Wismar. The first two parts of the construction were approved 
in 2010 and 2011. 

Commenting on the decision, Commissioner for Regional Policy Johannes Hahn said 
“Connecting people and business with this project will improve the quality of life of 
German citizens. Safe and secure transport infrastructure is fundamental, not only for the 
smooth operation of the Union’s internal market, but also for the economic and social 
wellbeing of the people living in our metropolitan and surrounding areas.” 

The new 16 km long section of the motorway will bypass towns, significantly reducing  
noise and other pollution. It will provide a direct connection between the central part of 
Germany including Magdeburg, Halle and Leipzig with the Baltic Sea region, especially 
Rostock, Schwerin and Wismar. It is expected that the overall project, 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
sections, will create 300 jobs in the implementation phase and 400 jobs after 
implementation through the ability of better transport links to attract new business to the 
area.  

The investment forms part of the programme "Transport ERDF 2007-2013". The European 
Union, through the ERDF, will finance €69 million out of a total investment of €148.4 
million. 

Background 
This is a so-called "major project", of which the total investment (VAT included) is above 
€50 million and thus subject to a specific decision by the European Commission, whereas 
other types of projects are approved at national or regional levels.  

Germany has been allocated approximately €26.4 billion in total cohesion policy funding 
from 2007-2013.  
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More information: 

EU Cohesion Policy in Germany 

EU-funded 'Major Projects' 

Contact the Managing Authority  

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/informat/country2009/de_de.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/projects/major_projects/index_de.cfm
mailto:efre-vb@bmvbs.bund.de
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