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"A new, more prominent role for EU Urban Policy":  
Regional Policy Commissioner Johannes Hahn at the 
URBACT annual conference in Copenhagen  

Commissioner for Regional Policy, Johannes Hahn, will make the case for a new approach 
to urban policy and communities when he addresses the URBACT Annual Conference today 
in Copenhagen.  

Speaking before the event which will involve representatives from 300 cities around 
Europe, Commissioner Hahn said: "More than two-thirds of Europeans live in cities and 
this is rising. Our cities are the key players when it comes to tackling our most pressing 
challenges, such as unemployment, marginalisation and poverty. They also offer the 
greatest potential for innovation whether it is in the field of renewable energy, sustainable 
transport, job creation or integration. But as we discuss the EU's spending for the next 
period of 2014-20, Europe's cities need to put themselves more firmly at the centre of the 
debate. We must translate our goals into clear urban objectives, with cities properly 
catered for and at the forefront of planning the next generation of programmes and 
running investments."  

URBACT is an EU initiative involving 300 cities – and nearly two-thirds of Europe's capitals 
- to build networks, exchange information and to provide concrete help in setting up EU-
funded projects. This year's conference springs from a study commissioned by the 
Directorate-General for Regional and Urban Policy, "Cities of Tomorrow". The conference 
will discuss priority issues in the urban context such as new job opportunities, social 
innovation, urban transport, mobility and energy efficiency.  

Commissioner Hahn will also be in Copenhagen to discuss priorities for the next round of 
regional funds with Danish ministers and stakeholders. These discussions will form the 
basis for the partnership agreement on cohesion policy for the new financial period 2014-
2020. 

 

Further information:  

Commissioner Hahn's Speech: SPEECH/12/894 (available as of 14:00 CET) 

www.urbact.eu 

"Cities of Tomorrow"   

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-12-894_en.htm
http://www.urbact.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/citiesoftomorrow/index_en.cfm
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