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Commissioner Hahn's speech 

Peace Bridge Opening  25 June 2011 

 
 

An Taoiseach, First Minister, Deputy First Minister, Ministers, 
Mayor Devenney, John Hume, 
Distinguished guests,  
Ladies and Gentlemen and children, 
 
 

It is a great honour for me to be here with you today. Just a few years ago 

who could have imagined we would all be standing here, celebrating a 

project that symbolises so much already achieved, and so much hope for 

the future.  

 

It is a happy day for this city, and a day that shows the world how far you 

have come with efforts for reconciliation.    

 

As European Commissioner for Regional Policy, I am proud that European 

funds have contributed not only to the building of this remarkable bridge 

but to many other projects that have helped to lay the foundations for a 

new way of life here.    

 
I. The bridge 
From the start, the European Union has existed to heal wounds and 

overcome the barriers that divide people. Some of those barriers are 

physical, some of them are in our minds.   
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The Peace bridge will serve to reconnect communities which have, for too 

long, lived apart.  It will help to narrow the distance between them – both 

the distance that can be measured in miles, and the distance that has 

been measured in pain and conflict over the years.    

This is why the EU has been so committed to working here in Northern 

Ireland.  Living in peace, with mutual respect, is what belonging to the 

European family is all about. We believe that diversity is strength, and your 

story is a fine example.   

 
II. The PEACE programme 
Today is an opportunity to thank all those who have made the PEACE 
programme a success story.   

 

Since 1994, close to 1,3 billion EUR have been invested in reinforcing 

peace and stability here.  Thousands of you have been involved in 

hundreds of projects creating jobs and a new climate of reconciliation and 

mutual respect. 

 

You have demonstrated that Europe can build bridges, in more senses 

than one. 

 

Getting to this point has taken courage and determination.  As we open 

the bridge today, I hope it can serve as a reminder – every day – of the 

extraordinary efforts made by so many people to overcome differences 

and build a new partnership for a better future in which everyone can 

share.  
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Peace Bridge as an example of what Regional Policy does 
 

The Peace Bridge has enormous symbolic importance – but I would like to 

say that it would be a fantastic project anywhere. I hope you will enjoy 

using it! It is a great example of urban revitalisation, making your urban 

space much more coherent and user-friendly.  I believe it will make a great 

contribution to your economic development, and to the quality of life of all 

those who will use the walking and cycling routes it opens up.  And of 

course, it will contribute to your success when this city becomes the first 

UK City of Culture in 2013.  It is already a landmark of Derry-Londonderry. 
 

 

This is exactly what EU regional policy sets out to do. Our aim is to bring 

very concrete benefits to people wherever they live, and to support 

investments that make their home regions more prosperous, more 

attractive, and better able to face the challenges of the future.  

 
III. The future 
Your experience here is an inspiration to others.  Your efforts under the 

PEACE programme are a model that others want to follow, in Europe, and 

beyond.   

 

But peace and prosperity cannot be taken for granted.  Here in Northern 

Ireland the situation is still fragile.   The choices of every individual count, 

and in a very important way your experience shows that it is European 

citizens who will determine the kind of Europe we will live in.  
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IV. Concluding remarks 
Ladies and Gentlemen, the Peace bridge is a symbol of a city that has had 

the courage to reinvent itself and take a leap into the future.    For the 

millions of people who will reap the benefit, and use this wonderful new 

crossing over the river Foyle, it is now my pleasure to officially declare the 

Peace Bridge OPEN and hand it over to the people.   

 

 

 


