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Dear colleagues, 

Ladies and gentlemen   

I am very pleased to be with you here today to exchange views with those who deliver 
Regional Policy on the ground in France. In particular at a time when the 2007-2013 
period is entering its final stage and preparations for the 2014-2020 period are in full 
force.  

 

The starting point for the Commission in preparing for the new period is the need to put 
the European economy back on the path of sustainable growth. France, like many other 
Member States, faces a difficult economic situation, with a marked slowdown in GDP and 
rising unemployment. We have a responsibility to do all we can to foster growth and 
secure jobs. 

This means not only restoring sound public finances but also making robust growth-
enhancing structural reforms and targeted investments to make every region become 
more competitive and stay that way.  

The structural funds are the EU's key investment resource to spur recovery in Europe.    

To ensure the funds are spent even better than in the past, we have proposed a new 
approach to increase our efficiency: a stronger alignment with the policy priorities of the 
Europe 2020 strategy, ex-ante conditionalities to ensure the right framework for 
effective and efficient delivery of EU policies, thematic concentration to mobilize a critical 
mass of resources on key priorities and a better focus on concrete results from projects 
as well as performance incentives. 

This new approach repositions Regional Policy as a source of public investment, a 
catalyst for growth and employment and an instrument for financial leverage. 

 

Against this backdrop, the Commission will present tomorrow its Position Paper to the 
French authorities. The paper outlines our preliminary views on what we consider are the 
development needs, challenges and key priorities for France under Regional Policy in the 
next programming period.   

The starting point is the assessment of the situation in France vis-à-vis its Europe 2020 
objectives, taking also into account the experience of previous programming periods.   
With the Position Paper we want to establish, sufficiently in advance, the right conditions 
for a dialogue between the Commission services and the French authorities for the 
preparation of the Partnership Agreement and related operational programmes. 

I will resist the temptation to provide a detailed account of the position paper today, 
since it will be presented in Paris tomorrow. For the time being, let me just say that it 
identifies three key priorities, namely: the need to enhance your innovation capacity and 
to increase your overall competitiveness, the need to create jobs and work effectively at 
preventing the risk of poverty and the transition to a low-carbon economy.  

The position paper also considers the French outermost regions and proposes to focus on 
improving their general socio-economic conditions, notably through modernisation and 
diversification of their economies.  

What the Position Paper does not address however, is the future governance of the funds 
in your country. We are looking forward to receiving more details of the proposed 
changes. The decision to shift responsibility between the State and the Regions is one 
for France alone to take. Where the Commission may have some advice is on the 
technical issues surrounding the change. We all have an interest in ensuring that the 
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shift is smooth and does not lead to any delays in implementation at the start of the 
next period. I really look forward to our discussions in the coming months. Your in-depth 
knowledge of your respective regional economies and your experience in implementing 
Cohesion Policy on the ground in the 2007-2013 period makes you excellent 
interlocutors.   

I certainly hope that both state and regions will actively participate in our future 
exchanges.  The Commission has stressed the partnership principle in its proposals for 
reform. That means, we want to see partners from all levels of governance involved in 
preparing the new Partnership Agreement and new generation of programmes.  

 

Unfortunately, in our discussions we are not yet in a position to take into account the 
financial resources available for Cohesion Policy as the European Council of last 
November 2012 failed to reach an agreement on next Multiannual Financial Framework 
(MFF).  

Now we will need some more time to find a solution. This will be the budget for a 
programming period of 7 years which comes at a crucial moment to put Europe back on 
track. So we must get it right.  

Following the recent discussions in the Council it is reasonable to assume that there is a 
decent chance of an agreement at the beginning of 2013. Let us not forget that the 
negotiations on the current MFF also required two rounds of discussion in 2005. 

 

When it comes to cohesion policy, the compromise proposal issued by President Van 
Rompuy foresees 320 billion for 2014-20. This is 34 billion less than in the current period 
and 19 billion less than what the Commission has proposed. This means that the quality 
of our investments will matter even more in the future than in the current period.  

The vast majority of our funding will continue to go to the less developed regions, from 
which the four French outermost regions will also benefit.  But cohesion policy does not 
only help poorer regions to catch up. It helps all regions achieve Europe-wide priorities, 
and in particular those agreed in Europe 2020.  

This is why the Commission has proposed to introduce a new category of “transition 
regions” and to continue supporting “more developed regions”. This has been accepted 
by Council, but the latest proposal provides for lower aid intensity for these types of 
regions.  This is motivated by the wish to make savings in the EU budget, but will also 
lead to a smaller allocation for France.  

Your country will benefit greatly from the new transition regions, which would cover a 
quarter of the population, but less than it would have done with the per capita rates 
originally proposed by the Commission.   

Any reduction to the cohesion policy budget means less funds for your regions, less 
competitiveness, less growth, less support for small and medium-sized enterprises, less 
innovation, less productive investment, less training and skill development for your work 
force and, inevitably, less employment. Your regions will be less prosperous. 

As the practitioners of cohesion policy in your country and the advocates of expenditure 
linked to competitiveness and growth, it is important that you make sure that the 
contribution of cohesion policy to your regions is very much taken into account in the 
deliberations of the French government.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen,  
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The coming weeks and months will be crucial for the future of Cohesion Policy as the 
negotiations for the MFF and for the legislative framework are hopefully concluded.  A 
crucial dialogue between the Commission and your regions will begin in earnest on how 
to make the best use of the cohesion funding available for the 2014-2020 period. 

It is in everybody's interest that the Partnership Agreement and the subsequent 
operational programmes are concluded on time, so that there are no delays in launching 
new efforts to generate growth and jobs at the start of the new financial period.  

We are counting on you to play your part in the preparations for the new programmes, 
and we too will do all we can to support the process.  

 


