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Chairwoman, 

Presidents, 

Representatives of regions and cities, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

President Barroso has asked me to say how much he regrets not being here with 
you today. He attaches great importance to Europe's regions and particularly at this 
moment when we all face major challenges in the wake of the crisis.  But he is with 
us in spirit and sends you the following video message: 

Colleagues: President Barroso says the EU budget review and the debate on the 
post 2013 Cohesion Policy will be a test for us. 

I can only agree.  

All of us here know how important Cohesion Policy has been for regional 
development. This is not about charity or hand-outs.  Cohesion policy is about 
strategic investment. It has a vital role to play in fostering smart, inclusive and 
sustainable growth in all our regions. The bulk of Cohesion Policy resources - 
around € 230 billion - are already geared to the priority areas of the Europe 2020 
agenda. Cohesion Policy programmes already successfully back investments in 
cutting edge innovation, high-speed internet, business development and training, 
smart transport and renewable energies. But we need to keep up the momentum – 
and all the more so, given the economic crisis and its continuing repercussions.  

Cohesion Policy has many friends, but also its critics. Some argue it is too loosely 
linked to EU priorities, spreads resources too thinly among policy areas, and that its 
impact is often difficult to measure. We need to take these criticisms very seriously. 
Our efforts to improve cohesion are bearing fruit. Challenges, however, remain, and 
the future policy must be able to provide convincing evidence of the value added 
Cohesion Policy can bring. Therefore, I believe that we need to concentrate on three 
points: focus, results, and conditionality.  

President Barroso has already pointed out the crucial role of Cohesion Policy has in 
reaching our ambitious Europe 2020 objectives. There is no tension between 
Europe 2020 and Cohesion Policy. The priorities of Europe 2020 are relevant for all 
regions. And without the regions Europe 2020 cannot be a success. Focussing our 
efforts on Europe 2020 is not only a question of coherence of EU action; it is also a 
question of good economics.  

Second, after three generations of programmes, we must be able to explain more 
clearly to tax payers what their money is spent on. Member States and regions need 
to set targets which are verifiable and measurable. We must be able to monitor 
progress and its absence. This is a matter of responsibility, accountability, and 
transparency. After all, shared management means also shared responsibility.  

Finally, the global economic crisis made one thing very clear:  disbursement of 
funds can no longer be divorced from concerns about stability, structural reforms, 
and competitiveness. All dimensions of our economies are very much interlinked. 
The more we benefit from progress in other Member States, the more serious are 
the consequences of failure even beyond our national borders. Therefore, we are 
exploring how release of EU resources can be made conditional on the existence of 
a number of economic factors, without which our investments cannot be effective.   

Other issues we need to debate are the central role of cities in our economies and 
our environment; how to make our procedures simpler and more effective; and to 
ensure that we invest sensibly in all regions to maintain and grow prosperity – while 
always giving the top priority to those regions which have not yet attained the 
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average EU standard of living, and ensuring their transition from one stage of 
development to another is smooth and fair.   

There are many complex issues we must address – but the three key issues - focus, 
results, conditionality – are preconditions for a fair and truly effective Cohesion 
Policy for the future. The size of the budget and geographical coverage of Cohesion 
Policy will ultimately depend on our collective capacity to convince national 
governments and critics that the Policy has keeping pace with modern challenges – 
and that it can deliver in these crucial ways.  

Thank you!   


