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Dear Siim, 

Dear Ministers, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am very glad to be here with you at these TEN-T Days 2010 and to speak about 
the importance of trans-European transport networks for European Regional Policy 
as well as the essential role of EU Regional Policy in building these transport links. 

I am particularly happy to do this in a region and a city that have been extremely 
dynamic in terms of transport policy and the development of new projects. I am 
thinking of PLAZA – the first logistics platform in Europe; the impressive multimodal 
Delicias railways and bus station; as well as the tramway currently under 
construction. Zaragoza has become the third most important Spanish airport for air 
cargo transport.  

I would like also to recall that some other major transport projects in this region of 
Aragon have received important support from European Regional Policy like the 
high speed railway section from Madrid to Lleida as part of the Madrid-Barcelona-
French border high speed line. 

What is the role of EU Regional Policy in the TEN-T? 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We all are aware that accessibility through efficient transport is one of the 
prerequisites for both developing the single market and reducing regional 
disparities. It is therefore a key element of sustainable growth in the EU 2020 
Strategy. Without efficient transport networks there can be no regional 
competitiveness in the single market. 

Transport infrastructure is fundamental for securing a single market with free 
movement of passengers and goods, as well as for reinforcing economic and social 
cohesion, competitiveness and sustainable development in the EU.  

Transport infrastructure is also one of the most visible examples of what can be 
achieved through EU Regional Policy. Especially 2007-2013 programming period is 
extremely encouraging to transport investment. Compared with the previous period, 
the EU regional policy budget dedicated to transport increased by almost 70% - from 
50 billion euro to 85 billion euro. The share of transport-related investment 
dedicated to the TEN-T amounts to 45% of this 85 billion euro. We support 
investments in railways, mobile rail assets, motorways, multimodal transport and 
inland waterways.  

Naturally, this percentage is much higher in the biggest "cohesion" countries, for 
example, Poland with 54%, Bulgaria and Slovenia with 65%. These countries are all 
beneficiaries of the Cohesion Fund. Today, this Community fund is the main EU 
financial instrument supporting TEN-T implementation. 

How did we succeed in securing these important allocations for the TEN-T networks 
in the EU regional programmes? It is because we have streamlined and targeted 
that objective in Community strategic documents. In those documents EU explicitly 
recommended that the Member States give a clear priority to the 30 projects of 
European interest in less developed regions and to investments in secondary 
connections for improving the connectivity of landlocked territories to the TEN-T, 
mostly in the richer regions.  

What lessons have we learnt from the previous and current 
programming periods? 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Having said that, despite the significant amounts available through EU regional 
policy and the importance of transport investment in regional development, the 
implementation of the TEN-T networks is severely delayed, as you know. Let me 
summarise briefly what I believe are main reasons for delays that we have identified.  

Firstly, a political commitment to give these projects priority has not always been 
sufficiently present in investment decisions. In particular, coordination between the 
Member States still needs to be significantly enhanced. Despite the good job done 
by the European Coordinators, coordination between the investments in different 
Member States has often been weak.  Especially in railway and road infrastructure, 
like for example Rail Baltica, South-West European high-speed rail link in France 
and Spain, Second Danube Bridge, transnational interest needs to be strengthened 
to reinforce EU priorities. I am a bit more than 100 days in the office and I have 
already observed how different national objectives are when it comes to particular 
bilateral or trilateral TEN-T projects. Transnational dimension becomes also more 
important in European macro-regional strategies (Baltic Sea, Danube). So I hope 
the just signed MoUs will be a real breakthrough. 

Secondly, we need better coordination between the different existing EU financial 
instruments that support transport infrastructure. And this should be reinforced on 
Commission services level as well as on within national and regional, public and 
private stakeholders. This reinforced coordination needs to be build on the financial 
instruments that are known and appreciated by diverse stakeholders.  

Thirdly, we need to improve project implementation. Member States still have limited 
technical capacities to develop the projects. The valuable assistance provided by 
the JASPERS initiative helps only to certain extends. Moreover, we observe 
insufficient project pipelines due to limited institutional capacity to define and 
implement strategies and projects. Finally, there are still difficulties in applying 
efficient public procurement procedures and matching the different sources of 
financing. Especially in the latter we need stronger involvement in public private 
partnerships. 

What will be the support of Regional Policy to transport from 2014 
onwards? 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Our common work on the future requires greater strategic and financial coordination 
in the transport related policies as well as stronger cooperation on project 
implementation in order to reduce existing bottlenecks. 

In terms of strategic objectives, the importance of TEN-T for all regions in the 
European Union and the regional policy role in financing transport infrastructure 
should be maintained and continued. However, it should be also adjusted to the 
development challenges European is facing. As you know, the decarbonisation of 
energy and transport is one of the top priorities of the current Commission in view of 
the implementation of the Europe 2020 Strategy. It is therefore natural that regional 
policy takes these priorities into consideration for the future. Thus, apart from TEN-T 
projects, investments in sustainable modes of transport and transport 
decarbonisation should be emphasized in order to allow all EU regions to progress 
towards a low carbon economy.  

Regional policy post 2013 should also take into account the conclusions of the new 
White Paper on transport (2010-2020). More specifically, regions and municipalities 
should reflect on the accessibility of their territories in broad terms integrating the 
different transport modes into a multimodal low-carbon transport system.  
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In terms of financial coordination, and support to TEN-T in particular, the last 
consultation paper published by the Commission in May 2010 refers to a European 
Funding Framework for Transport which would coordinate different EU instruments 
for realising the TEN-T. Here we should work more closely to streamline, simplify 
and modernize the funding sources by building on existing structures and 
administrative capacity on different management levels, also within shared 
management. There is no alternative to that concept. Otherwise we would have to 
increase the number of staff dramatically independent of whether in the service or in 
an agency. 

In terms of stronger cooperation on projects implementation we need (1) better 
involvement and commitment of different stakeholders, including International 
Financial Institutions, EIB in particular, (2) greater promotion and support of public 
private partnerships in Member States, (3) clearer and simpler legal environment. 

In order to achieve the above mentioned, both Vice President Kallas and I are 
establishing a working group on services level that would ensure strategic and 
financial coordination in the transport related policies as well as stronger 
cooperation on project implementation. Our ideas, proposals will of course be 
consulted with you all, transport infrastructure stakeholders.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Infrastructure is undoubtedly an essential element for regional development. It 
needs however to be embedded in an integrated development strategy in order to 
avoid “leaking by linking”. Transport infrastructures in general – and TEN-T in 
particular – can represent one of the most effective ways to support European 
growth and the social cohesion provided that it contributes to the achievement of the 
Single Market.  

That said sometimes the lack of long-term and stable transport strategies at the 
national level results in a fragmented transport network. Therefore, national 
strategies and policies should be better coordinated with the EU transport and other 
policies. In railway sector for example we need to improve logistic settings, 
especially in short and medium distances. Currently developed standards by 
Member States are distorting proper functioning of the Single Market. 

For all these reasons, it is now necessary to rethink the TEN-T policy, keeping in 
mind that transport networks will remain an important element in the definition of 
regional and transregional development strategies. Having in mind that regional 
policy nowadays and even more in the future is more that looking at the individual 
region but emphasising the regional cooperation also in the transport investment. In 
order to obtain the full benefits of TEN-T we need to invest in their completion. In 
order to do so, efficient investments in this field cannot be separated from good 
multi-level governance systems involving local, regional and national decision 
makers who are competent for related policy decisions and implementing legislation.  

Thank you for your attention! 


