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Dear Minister,  

Dear Colleagues, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It is a true pleasure for me to be here today and to participate in this week of 
innovative regions of Europe.  

This is mainly for two reasons: 

Firstly, because of my personal affiliation to the topic of innovation. During the 
course of my professional career I have dealt with innovation from different 
perspectives: from the perspective of a regional government, of an former CEO of a 
research oriented enterprise and from the perspective of the Federal Austrian 
Minister for Science, Research and Technology. Thus, talking about innovation and 
synergies of policies allows me to draw from these professional experiences.  

Secondly, in my current capacity as Commissioner for Regional Policy I have the 
privilege to be vested with a very powerful tool that can contribute a lot to translate 
the strategic imperative of innovation into concrete projects and results on the 
ground.  

So, let me thank the organizers, the Spanish Presidency and my colleague, 
Commissioner Geoghegan-Quinn, for inviting me to this prestigious event. 

Ladies and Gentleman, 

A look at European Regional Innovation Scoreboard (RIS) (chart) shows that there 
is considerable diversity in regional innovation performances all over Europe. 

The most innovative regions are typically in the most innovative countries. Nearly all 
the "high innovators" regions are in the group of "Innovation Leaders". Similarly all of 
the "low innovators” regions are located in countries that have below average 
performance, even though there are regions that outperform their country level like 
in Hungary or Slovakia.  

What can we derive from these findings for Cohesion Policy? 

Firstly, as innovation is an important driver for growth and jobs cohesion policy must 
aim at raising the innovation performance of all regions. If not we will face different 
development of regions and the social, economic and territorial disparities will 
emerge or broaden even more. 

In this context cohesion policy has undergone a fundamental paradigm shift over the 
last few years. Cohesion Policy has as main objective to foster economic and social 
convergence through support to lagging regions. But this objective cannot be 
reached by charitable donations. Our financial support is coupled with the aim to 
improve the administrative and institutional capabilities of Member States to invest 
these funds in a way that they drive growth and competitiveness.  

Therefore Cohesion Policy allocated nearly two third for activities related to the 
former Lisbon Strategy. For innovation that means that the investments were more 
than tripled, from €26 billion in the period 2000 – 2006 to more than €86 billion or 
25% for the current period 2007-2013.    

For Andalusia, for example, that means that the community investment of €6,84 
billion Euros period 2007-2013 has already generated 12 billion Euros and is 
expected to have an overall impact on the real GDP of Andalusia of 2,4% for the 
entire period entailing the creation of 53 000 jobs. 

I think this clearly illustrates that cohesion policy has shifted to a strategic 
investment policy driving growth and jobs, and unlike my predecessor, Danuta 
Hübner, (who set the cornerstone for this development and) who used speak of a 
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"silent revolution of Cohesion Policy", I would rather speak of a very noisy one. But 
so far, this is one of very few differences between us! 

Secondly, we have to recognise the fact that research is an important source of 
innovation, but does not necessarily lead to innovation. For example, according to 
an Index report measuring the UK's investment in innovation and its effects, R&D 
represents only 11 per cent of the investment in innovation.  

Thus, for innovation to happen it needs to take into account other factors, in 
particular the availability of finance, creative and well educated human resources, 
an innovation friendly market and most importantly entrepreneurial spirit.  

Innovation often happens in interactions with other innovation players, such as 
competing companies, suppliers or people from totally different sectors like 
designers, service providers, etc. Contrary to research these interactions depend on 
geographic proximity and an eco-system that allows new ideas to emerge.  

 A very good illustrative example is a programme in Austria called GenAu, which 
deals with genomics as a key area to the development of science, economy and 
society and brings together people from all the various sectors: science, economy, 
public relations and politics. Today Vienna is the Biotech centre of Austria and the 
biotech sector developed to the economic jewel of Austria as a location for 
business. In addition, biotechnology is not only a job generator but also an 
innovation driver. With nearly one third of all patent notifications in 2009, 
biotechnology was significantly the most important field of technology in Austria, 
followed by chemical engineering and physics (16 and 13 %, respectively).  

Against this background it is clear that innovation cannot be considered in isolation 
from other sectoral policies. Therefore, an integrated approach is heavily needed. 
We need to pool our instruments whether they are available on a community level, 
national or local level in order to achieve the best leverage effect for innovation. 
Main elements of such an integrated approach are in every case initiatives for our 
SMEs, investment in innovative infrastructure like broadband or even the 
construction of universities and universities of applied science, cooperation with the 
ESF in terms of vocational training, but also marketing initiatives. We need overall 
development concepts – this means also offering consultant support to the regions. 

This means we need to have proper instrument to improve the translation of 
knowledge into new goods, services and processes into the market. We need to 
provide the environment to materialise innovations. 

This environment we can only create if we, thirdly, take better into account the 
regional context. Of course, there is no blue print or a one-size-fits-all solution for 
successful innovation policy. The specific industrial and systemic economic 
strengths and weaknesses differ from region to region.   

Take for example Macael in the province of Almeria not far from here. Already the 
Phoenicians appreciated Macael marble and named it the "city of white gold". Due 
to the fall in marble resources and new emerging factors like environmental 
protection the Andalusian authorities launched in the 1990s a project to create an 
Andalusian Stone Technology Centre (CTAP). Today this centre has become the 
mainstay for the region’s natural stone sector and a sound reference for innovation 
in the heart of “the land of marble”. Alongside its numerous specialist equipment 
items, the Centre contains a Natural Stone Observatory and a school of industrial 
engineering and marketing of stone products, managed in partnership with the 
University of Almeria. Because of this long-term investment in education and training 
there is no lack of specialised experts – a problem growing businesses are often 
confronted with. Quite in contrary the Macael area has nearly no unemployment. 
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Innovation in this regards does not only mean innovative products but also 
innovation of the development of a region including its business landscape. 

So, for a significant improvement of innovation we will have to find the best level of 
implementation. And as innovation needs geographic proximity cohesion policy 
offers the right multi-level political framework for it. Moreover, cohesion policy would 
ensure a coherent approach to innovation policy. 

Of course, this will need adequate financial means, and as we all know financial 
means are limited. So, we will also need to look into the priorities for our funding. In 
this context, cohesion policy should provide consultancy to regions to identify their 
existing strength and how to make best use of the regions comparative advantage in 
a global competition.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

All this clearly shows that innovation can only take place if there is the political will 
and commitment of all actors working together whether it be on a local, national or 
European level and we need cohesion policy to embrace all European regions in a 
smart, sustainable and inclusive growth.  

That is why we on a Community level have advanced from synergies to actions 
developed through combined efforts. But we are also advancing in other areas 
where we can equally be complementary such as the support to SMEs.  

We are also preparing for the second half of 2010 a joint communication with my 
fellow Commissioner Geoghegan-Quinn to better align cohesion policy with the 
strategy Europe 2020 in the field of innovation.   

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As you can see a lot of work is ahead of us but as Edison already said: "invention is 
1% of inspiration and 99% of transpiration". 

Thank you! 


