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Dear Presidents, Prime Ministers, Ministers, Excellencies, Lord Mayor, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

It is an honour for me to be here with you today, and as someone born and bred in 
the region, a great pleasure. 

I'd like to thank our Hungarian partners for working so hard with us on the 
organisation of this event, and offering this magnificent building as an ideal place to 
stimulate debate and new ideas for common projects. 

This is the second in a series of conferences. After Ulm and Budapest we hope to 
see you also in Vienna, Bratislava, Rusé and in the Danube delta. 

We all share the aim of a better future in the Danube Region, and these 
conferences will help ensure our future strategy draws on your wealth of experience. 

The very impressive high level participation today shows the enthusiasm there is for 
working together to improve the prosperity, and quality of life of the 115 million 
people who live in the Danube region. 

The political commitment of 14 countries will be crucial to the success of this project, 
and I welcome the Danube Summit which takes place in parallel to this event. 

The question is how we can maximise the potential of this beautiful and diverse 
region which reaches from the Black Forest to the Black Sea. We have much shared 
history, and now we need to find out how far we can pool our efforts to develop 
modern solutions to the challenges of the future.   

Today we are focussing on the socio-economic challenges that no country can 
tackle alone. 

The divided history of the region left major economic and social disparities across 
the region, which still persist. The current economic crisis is hurting this part of 
Europe particularly badly. And, many countries represented here today are still living 
up to the challenges of a recent accession to the EU. Concerted action can help to 
ensure that we put the divisions of the past behind us, and build a more prosperous 
future for the next generation.   

I am looking forward to hearing your proposals on trade issues, the competitiveness 
of the economy, innovation and research, sustainability both rural and urban, as well 
as education and culture.   We need concrete projects that can be translated into 
action that brings results.   

A major focus, of course, of a strategy built around this great waterway, will be 
environmental issues, with special attention to water quality and biodiversity as well 
as climate change. Transport links, such as inland waterways, and energy 
connections, should also be part of our thinking.    

The river, with its great cities, is a magnet for talent, and communities grow and 
merge along its path. We must ensure that the benefits of a dynamic modern 
economy also spread throughout the region as a whole.    

The quality of this Strategy will depend on you. The ideas, the activities that will 
shape it will come from you. I hope to see a very lively contribution to the public 
consultation that is open on the website of the Commission until mid April. Because 
you know best what has to be done in your region and how it should be done.  

Let me add that your role in building a more effective, results orientated co-
operation in this region could have repercussions far beyond the Danube. 

One of my priorities as the European Commissioner for Regional Policy will be to 
ensure that cohesion policy plays a significant part in tackling the economic 
challenges facing the whole EU. These will be addressed in the forthcoming ‘Europe 
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2020’ Strategy, and cohesion policy will be crucial to translating that strategy into 
action.  

Initiatives like the one we are discussing here today may provide a way forward for 
tackling challenges elsewhere in the EU.  

In the course of the last two years, we have already shown in the Baltic Sea Region 
how a group of countries working together can agree an integrated framework for 
investment to their mutual benefit. Now we are exploring the opportunities for 
common efforts in the Danube region. How you fare may well determine whether 
this approach becomes a new key to success in other parts of the EU.   

In conclusion, let me say that the European Commission will produce before the end 
of this year a Strategy that must bring together the practical aims and realistic goals 
of all relevant partners.  It must be an agenda for concrete and co coordinated 
action. I hope that we will see this strategy endorsed under the Hungarian 
presidency of the EU.   

When this valuable period of consultation is over, we must move from words to 
actions. In the meantime let me wish you fruitful discussions.   


