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Queen's Commissioner, Dear Wim, 

Elected Members, 

Honourable members of the European Parliament, 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

Dear colleagues,   

 

It is already nine months since my first official visit to 

the Netherlands. During that visit, I heard many 

interesting facts and saw many exciting projects in the 

field of innovation.  Today is a direct follow-up to my 

visit to Noord-Brabant. 

Brainport attracted my attention then – the philosophy 

and the drive behind the project match perfectly the 

type of initiative I want to see across Europe. 
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Getting out of the crisis through innovation 

As I have said on many occasions before, Europe will 

get out of the crisis by embarking on a deep economic 

transformation process based on its significant potential 

for innovation.   

Despite suffering from a recurrent technological trade 

deficit, I believe Europe has what it takes to meet the 

innovation challenge – the brain power is available.  

What we must however do much better is to unlock the 

potential of this brain power and translate it into 

services and goods that will bring growth and create 

employment. 

Just look at Stanford University, the birth place of 

Google.  In 2009, the university made 300 million 

dollars from its participation in Google.  From a small 

university spin-off it has become a global player, 

bringing long-lasting benefits and great financial returns 

on investment for the university.   

If you put together all the MIT graduates who are 

currently in business, you would create the sixth largest 

economy in the world….   
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There is for sure food for thought on how to turn 

intellectual power and innovative thinking into 

impressive business successes. 

The Dutch experience and Brainport 

This is where Europe still lags behind.   

However, there are flickers of hope here and there.  

What you are doing with Brainport 2020 is among them. 

To me, the triple helix model which is at the heart of 

your project, is for sure a role model for Europe.  

Without a very robust interaction between education, 

business and public government, Europe will not 

transform its economy in the way that is vital to us.  If 

we continue with business as usual, if we let our 

creative forces leave our shores or even worse, if we 

fail to spot the business opportunities in innovative 

ideas, we will wait too long for a hypothetical recovery. 

You have understood this in Southern Netherlands.  For 

years now you have brought together the key players in 

education and business to identify and then use major 

strengths.  You have made the most of your competitive 

advantage and built a solid economic strategy based on 
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your assets.  And the public sector, particularly the 

regional level, has provided the necessary leverage to 

implement the synergies.  As elected representatives, 

you have shown the vision to recognise a winning 

ticket. 

Your region has the strong ambition to double its 

contribution to the Dutch GDP by 2020.  I admire this 

stance: you are confident enough to voice clear and 

ambitious targets, you do not shy away from the main 

challenges ahead.  On the contrary, you use the current 

crisis to sharpen your thinking, identify your strengths 

and put into place what is required to consolidate these 

strengths and make the most of your top sectors.  This 

type of approach is to be encouraged. 

Personally, I also appreciate the efforts made to create 

opportunities for parts of the Southern Netherlands not 

directly involved in Brainport management.  You have 

deployed energy to ensure that the entire region 

benefits from your strategy.  To me and to my services, 

it is crucial that you keep an open mind on this and that 

the entire South is in a position to capitalise from your 

vision for 2020. 



Page 5 of 9 

The role of regional policy and other instruments 

You have come to Brussels today to demonstrate your 

commitment to European regional development.  I am 

grateful that so many of you have travelled South to 

exchange views with us on the future of our common 

investment strategy for growth. 

In the Netherlands you have been very adept at using 

regional policy in the past and your current performance 

is rather good.  I am told by my services that the 

programmes are running well and that genuine benefits 

are to be seen on the ground. 

I can see no reason why we should not continue such 

constructive cooperation in the next programming 

period.  All the more so, since the reformed cohesion 

policy proposed by the European Commission is based 

on unlocking the innovation potential of all regions of 

Europe.   

You already have a strong vision – you now have to use 

cohesion funding to invest in the most effective and 

appropriate way.  You should see cohesion funding as 
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seed capital filling gaps left by ever-decreasing national 

and regional public finances.   

Together, we must make sure that all levels of 

government, local, regional, national and European 

complement each other in the best possible way.  This 

is what we will do in the coming months when 

negotiating our Partnership Agreement with the 

Netherlands and its regions. 

Our coming discussions will also take on board the 

recently developed synergies between cohesion policy 

and Horizon 2020.  In a region like yours, there should 

be many opportunities to make the most of the new 

complementarity between the instruments.  In the 

future, Horizon 2020 will focus its attention on 

supporting innovation excellence across Europe.  And 

cohesion policy will come in to improve the business 

environment and help spread expertise.  Concrete 

steps have been taken to ensure that regions can use 

both investment tools to realise their visions and 

strategies for the future. 

The importance of cooperation and sharing 
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But beyond this, I also want to emphasise the role that 

regional policy plays at European level in fostering 

cooperation across borders.   

Again, you are ideally placed to make a lasting and 

visible contribution to the rich exchange of good 

practices that needs to happen if we want the whole of 

Europe to transform itself into an innovative economy.  I 

know you are already among those who believe that 

improving the socio-economic development of partner 

regions in Slovakia, in Bulgaria or in Latvia is for the 

benefit of us all.  The quicker all regions of Europe lift 

themselves out of low productivity, high unemployment 

and even poverty, the better for us all. 

You live and work in a part of Europe where innovation 

is seen as the key to future growth and well-being.  I 

count on you to pass this message to your counterparts 

and colleagues in the rest of Europe.  When it comes to 

championing innovation in Europe, you have one big 

advantage over me:  you have actually done it !   

I can only share with others what I have witnessed and 

what I believe is the best way forward.  But you can 
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show it can be done and you can share with others your 

expertise on how it can be done.   

Conclusion & Budget 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I can simply say: You convinced me with your concept. 

Brainport 2020 is a model to follow.  

It has all the ingredients for success. However, now, 

first and foremost, you have to convince your own 

government. As you know we are in a decisive stage of 

the financial negotiations about the next multi annual 

EU budget.  

Some member states including the Netherlands are 

arguing for significant cuts in the EU budget. There are 

even thoughts about cutting the budget of better 

developed regions even more than for less developed 

regions.  

I think such a reflection cannot be in your interest and 

therefore the government needs to know about your 

project and that a significant cut of Cohesion policy 
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budget means less money for your project 

implementation. 

Today, you have come to Brussels and I can only 

applaud you for this effort. 

But now, I wish you all the best in The Hague. I count 

on you! 

 


