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Dear President Bresso, 

Dear Janesz, 

Members of Fedarene, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a true pleasure for me to be here today and to celebrate with you the 20th 
anniversary of Fedarene. 

The history of Fedarene is a tremendous success story! The evolution into a 65 
member federation encompassing 15 countries shows that energy and 
environmental issues are of utmost concern to regional and local actors.   

And I can assure you: Your concerns are also my concerns! We are strategic 
partners in promoting the regional dimension in debates on sustainable 
development with regard to energy and the environmental issues and in 
implementing tailor-made EU policies on the ground. 

This invaluable partnership is of particular importance given the huge global, socio-
economic and demographic challenges we face. These require major changes in 
the use of energy and natural resources, in manufacturing and technology.   

To put it in the words of a true mastermind, Albert Einstein: "Today's problems 
cannot be solved if we still think the way we thought when we created them".  

These major changes cannot be brought about without Europe's regions. If we want 
to achieve our ambitious goals set out in the Europe 2020 strategy on a European 
level – (whether it be the investment of 3% of the EU's GDP in R&D or the 
"20/20/20" climate/energy targets as well as the other targets) - we need to translate 
them into regional goals. Each region has a different job to do and different potential 
to play its part in reaching our common European goals.   

Cities and urban areas play a crucial role in this. According to world-wide 
estimations, cities use about two thirds of the final energy demand and generate up 
to 80% of all CO2 emissions. At the same time thanks to their high density and 
compact structure, cities can work more energy-efficiently than other areas and 
have a high potential for real savings.  

Energy investments are vital to ensure the transition to the low-carbon economy and 
for sustainable growth and these investments have to be made at regional level. 
That's why EU regions are essential players to achieve the ambitious goals in the 
energy and climate sector.  

In addition, regions have an increasing role in the evolution of energy systems. They 
are close to energy actors, suppliers and consumers and are therefore well placed 
to translate policy decisions into practice and to encourage investment in new 
technologies. 

So, EU policies in these fields can only succeed if regions are mobilised and 
empowered to deliver an innovative eco-efficient economy. 

That's why Regional Policy aims to strengthen Europe's regions and cities so that 
they can ensure that public investments contribute to meeting today's and future 
environmental, economic and social challenges. This is of particular importance in 
times of budgetary constraints.  

Regional Policy is dedicating substantial funds to the promotion of sustainable 
energy.  

In 2007-2013, the overall figure for Regional Policy investments in the field of energy 
efficiency and renewable energy is close to 9 billion euro. 
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Overall, this means 5 times more investments in objective 1 regions and even 7 
times more investment in objective 2 regions than in the period 2000-2006. Regional 
funds are now key to the drive to modernise our economies. 

Some regions have already engaged with this paradigm shift. They are investing in 
measures that will limit the effects of climate change, and are seeking to restructure 
their economies towards green growth, taking full advantage of new technologies 
and their application in the form of new products or services.  

However, others are not. Some priority areas face delays or suffer from uneven 
progress across the Member States. This is often due to lack of capacity. Peer 
reviews and the exchange of good practice within the Fedarene network could be an 
important tool to redress these weaknesses. 

Many operational programmes include energy investments in public infrastructure 
such as public buildings, energy distribution networks, street lightening or clean 
urban transport. 

Buildings are essential for the shift towards a resource efficient Europe. They 
account for 40% of Europe's energy consumption.  If we manage to equip them with 
high efficiency standards this would mean a huge step forward to achieve our 
ambitious energy savings target of reducing energy consumption by 20% by 2020. 
Meeting this objective would reduce energy bills annually by €78 billion, create one 
million jobs and save 560 Mt of CO2.  

That's why we amended the ERDF regulation last year: Up to 4% of national 
European Region and Development Funds can now be invested in energy efficiency 
and renewable energies in residential buildings throughout the EU. This adds 
potentially € 8 billion in total.  

This is of course only one aspect. We are currently reflecting on how better to link 
the Regional Policy funding with environmentally related criteria in the future. 

The proposal I will present within the next weeks will set out an update to the 
Sustainable Development guidelines in order to encourage Member States to use 
available Regional Policy funds as effectively as possible. That's why I want to offer 
you a focussed but flexible system. I believe you should be able to develop tailor-
made solutions building on the specific strengths of your region, but maximise the 
impact of your work by aligning your activities with broader Europe 2020 strategy.  

But Regional Policy is not only about money. It is also about exchanges of good 
practice. And this is particularly important when we look at the role of the local and 
regional authorities. 

In particular, regional cooperation is key to successful mitigation and adaptation, 
and exchange of experience is essential to achieving high quality projects. That's 
why Regional Policy also focuses on cross-border, transnational and interregional 
cooperation. 

We already see it in the field of innovation. Regions that perform well in innovation 
are typically those which cooperate with others. Failing to cooperate with innovation 
actors, institutions and infrastructures located outside a region's territory means 
missing out on innovation opportunities. 

That's why the FEDARENE network is so important. We need to build networks to 
share experience and know-how on new technologies, innovation and adaptation 
strategies and instruments. If I just think of the wealth of practices that you can 
share I am confident that such networks are key to facilitate a quick and efficient 
deployment of structural changes to a low-carbon and resource efficient economy. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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Europe's strength lies in its diversity but we will achieve better results with a smart 
co-ordination of policies and funding. We are counting on the support of 
FEDARENE and its members to fulfil these ambitions in the regions.  

I hope that by 2020 – in ten years time – we will not only celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of FEDARENE but also the achievements of our common  European 
goals. Thank you! 


