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EU's Outermost Regions have assets and capacity to develop 

own unique selling points 
 

Minister, 

Presidents,   

Ladies and gentlemen   

It is a great pleasure to be here with you.  It is the second time I have attended one of 

your annual conferences and it is always an honour for me to be your guest. 

The Regional Council of Martinique is to be congratulated on an excellent job done 

during its year at the helm. I was shocked, as so many have been, to hear of the 

sudden and untimely passing of Guylène Rougé  who had contributed so much to 

your work. I and my colleagues at the Commission extend our sympathies to all her 

colleagues, her friends and her family.  

May I also say, that I have been deeply saddened to hear of the terrible fire in La 

Réunion. We will miss Mary Lucie Penchard and Didier Robert today – but I am sure 

we all fully understand.  

On a brighter note – I came to Martinique via French Guiana and Guadeloupe, and 

my week in this region has only increased my appreciation of the very special 

contribution you have to make to the EU. My thanks once again to Rodolphe, Victorin 

and Serge for the warm hospitality. I have now been to five of the seven Outermost 

Regions – and look forward to visiting the rest very soon.   



We last met altogether in May, to discuss the proposals for the Multi-annual financial 

framework 2014-2020 and for the Cohesion Policy regulations. The Commission has 

now adopted both.      

It wasn't always easy, but I believe we have achieved a very satisfactory deal for 

Regions. Regional policy – which some were writing off only 18 months ago – is back 

at the heart of EU policy as the instrument for achieving greater competitiveness and 

growth.  

In the current economic climate, the Commission is expected to make taxpayers' 

money work harder. The proposed financial framework responds to Member States 

demand for a realistic budget.  

But it also responds to Europe's growing needs, by bringing proposals which will 

make EU spending more results-oriented, and ensure that every Euro we spend 

helps to meet the current challenges we all face.  

This means translating the Europe 2020 Strategy into action by using our common 

budget to make smarter and more modern investments.      

The Multi-Annual Financial Framework 2014-2020 will give us the means  but it is the 

new Cohesion Policy that will give us the tools to achieve this – with a strong focus 

on alignment to Europe 2020 objectives, thematic concentration and the introduction 

of ex-ante conditions to make investments more effective. All these will help to 

ensure we achieve the greatest possible impact with the funds available.   

Some people speak about the Outermost regions as though you were so dependent, 

so helpless and handicapped, that all you could ever hope for from Europe, is a 

constant flow of compensation for your difficulties.      

I see the Outermost Regions differently.   

Of course you have some very substantial challenges given your location far from 

Europe, distant from each other, and with mobility issues even internally.         

But I believe each of you has its own assets and the capacity to develop its unique 

selling propositions to ensure a more prosperous future.  



And, as a real friend of the Outermost Regions, I believe it is my job to help lay the 

groundwork for this, by focussing funds on activities that will open up new 

opportunities for your people.   Money alone will not solve all your problems. The 

Structural Funds would never be big enough. What EU funds can do, is to help you to 

maximise your potential by modernising in traditional sectors and diversifying into 

new ones.   

In the recent negotiations I and my staff have worked hard to safeguard your 

interests. The European Commission remains fully committed to you and your special 

status under the Treaty. But it will be clear to everyone here, that all discussions of 

the next financial period are especially tough in the current climate.   Your needs are 

undeniable, but there are other competing priorities. And funds are limited because 

Member States understandably want a disciplined budget.  

Maintaining the principle of the special allocation against this background is no mean 

achievement. But the fight isn't over yet. Those who want to see this allocation 

maintained, let alone increased, will have to make their case robustly in Council.   

We have listened to you, and made the special allocation more flexible than in the 

past.  Now up to 100% can be spent on investments with no minimum for operating 

costs.  We do propose that at least 50% should be spent on economic diversification 

and modernisation, because, as I have explained, that is where we believe you will 

find the greatest return on your investment choices.  

We have safeguarded your special rights, no matter what category of region you fall 

in, to the highest co financing rate. And at a moment when there is talk of 

renegotiating the Treaties, we have renewed our commitment to Article 349, which is 

your guarantee of respect for your sometimes exceptional needs.      

Finally, I have taken to heart your wish for more effective support in integrating into 

your neighbourhoods. You asked for more funds, and less procedural barriers. We 

have delivered. Our proposals have to be looked at as a package. Taken together, 

the different elements mean that, if member states agree, funds for co operation with 

your neighbours would more than double. With these extra funds, you will be given a 

right to spend up to 30% outside your region. This is not a new obligation to spend 

your money on development aid. It is a way to circumvent the procedural obstacles 



that you have encountered in the past.  Double the money, and the right to spend 

some of it abroad to pursue your own self interest in new projects with partners.  

Seed money to develop stronger regional markets, to reduce barriers to economic 

exchanges and to promote your products, services and know-how.   As I say, we 

have delivered.  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Some of you will ask why you are not exempted from the disciplines of the new 

cohesion policy – in particular the obligation to focus funds on certain priorities. 

These priorities leave all the necessary scope to tailor-make policy for the particular 

needs of your regions. And the Growth Factor Study that we commissioned serves as 

a guide to where you can achieve the greatest impact.  

Above all, these priorities are crucial because I want the structural funds to be a 

springboard to a better future, not just support to carry on unchanged while the world 

modernises around you.  I cannot accept that you must forever be Europe's poor 

relations. With the right balance between exceptional treatment recognising your 

particular circumstances and funds concentrated in such a way as to drive change, I 

want to help unleash your creativity and make your regions thrive. I believe the 

framework we have proposed for 2014-2020 will allow us to work together to achieve 

exactly this and we will be setting out further ideas in the Communication next year. 

Thank you.  

 


