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Commissioner Hahn attends annual Conference of 
Presidents of the EU's Outermost Regions in the Azores 
(Portugal) 
 

The European Commissioner for Regional Policy, Johannes Hahn, will today attend the 18th 
Conference of Presidents of the EU's Outermost Regions, hosted by Carlos Cesar, 
President of the Regional Government of Azores, and current chair of the group of eight 
outermost regions (Guadeloupe, French Guiana, Réunion, Martinique, the overseas 
Collectivity of St Martin, the Azores, Madeira and the Canary Islands). The governments of 
Spain, Portugal and France will be represented at the conference, as well as the Cyprus 
Presidency of the EU. Mayotte, which will gain outermost region status in 2014 and the 
Prime Minister of Cape Verde will also participate..   

Coming just over two months after the 2nd Forum on Outermost Europe in Brussels, and 
the European Commission's June Communication on the Outermost Regions entitled "The 
outermost regions of the European Union: towards a partnership for smart, sustainable 
and inclusive growth", the conference will focus on follow-up steps to get these regions on 
the path to growth.  

 

Commenting ahead of the conference, Commissioner Hahn said , " The European 
Commission is already hard at work implementing our recent proposals to step up jobs 
and growth in the outermost regions. Every region is different and we believe each one 
needs to devise a plan to maximise its own special assets – to modernise traditional 
sectors and diversify into new ones. We will work together to maximise the benefit each 
region can derive from EU policies and programmes, to help achieve the objects that have 
been set".  

 

The European Commission's Communication aims to help the OR find their place in the 
EU's many initiatives supporting delivery of the Europe 2020 Strategy, with a tailored and 
comprehensive approach to their individual situations. As a follow-up, the Commission 
proposes that each of the Outermost Regions elaborate, along with its Member State, an 
Action Plan reflecting its own specific capacity to modernise in traditional sectors, and to 
diversify into a targeted selection of new ones. The Commission believes that each region 
needs to design its own path to greater prosperity, according to its specific characteristics, 
and these Action Plans are a useful tool to reinforce partnership between the Commission 
and each of these regions. They will also contribute to the preparations of Member States' 
Partnership Agreements for future cohesion policy from 2014-2020. 



 

 2

Commissioner Hahn will embark on a 3-day tour of the islands of the Azores (starting in 
Sao Miguel and continuing to Faial, Pico, Flores and Corvo), visiting projects co-financed 
by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), such as: 

The Escola de Formação Turística e Hoteleira on Sao Miguel - School of Tourism and 
Hospitality Training (EFTH) is a private non-profit organisation, offering post-secondary 
school training courses in the service sector and tourism, an hosting a 'school restaurant' 
open to the public. (ERDF contribution: over EUR I million, representing 85% of the cost) 

Pico Vermelho Geothermal Plant (Sao Miguel Island ,Ribeira Grande) - Two geothermal 
power plants, demonstrating the endogenous energy source of volcanoes and providing 
safe and clean energy that can lead to a self-sufficient supply while contributing to the 
preservation of the region's environment. (ERDF contribution: over EUR 10.2 million)  

Air Traffic Control Tower at local aerodrome (Corvo Island) – This investment gives the 
island crucial advantages to connect with the overall Region's economy, improving 
transport links and accessibility. ( EU funding : EUR 421,939 total cost EUR 843,879)  

 

Background 
The special status of the eight outermost regions is defined by Article 349 of the TFEU, 
which refers to the disadvantages they face: remoteness, insularity, small size, difficult 
topography and climate, and economic dependence on a few products. 

More than EUR 5.9 billion have been allocated to the Outermost Regions for the period 
2007-2013 under the Structural Funds. In addition, they benefit from a specific allocation 
of EUR 979 million to take into account the disadvantages they face, defined by Article 349 
of the Treaty - remoteness, insularity, small size, difficult topography and climate, and 
economic dependence on only a few products. 
 
After the Conference, Azores will hand over the annual rotating presidency of the 
Outermost Regions to La Reunion (President Didier Robert).  
 

For more information: 

'The outermost regions of the European Union: towards a strategic partnership for smart, 
sustainable and inclusive growth' 

 
Regional policy and the OR 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/activity/outermost/publications_en.cfm
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