
Helsinki, 25 February 2011 
 

European Commissioner Hahn visits Finland to discuss new proposals for regional 
policy after 2013 
 
Johannes Hahn, European Commissioner for Regional Policy, will visit Finland from 
Friday 25 February until Sunday 27 February to discuss his new ideas on regional 
funding after 2013, which aim at a more effective and targeted use of taxpayers' 
money. He will meet with Finnish Prime Minister Mari Kiviniemi, with other members of 
the government, as well as with the mayors of Finland’s largest cities. He will then 
travel North at the invitation of the Lapland Regional Council.  Finland is currently 
benefiting from €1.7 billion of EU investment via EU regional funding programmes for 
the period between 2007 and 2013. 
 
Speaking ahead of the visit, Commissioner Hahn said: “Cohesion policy and regional 
investments have brought big benefits to Finland, for instance in the urban areas and the 
sparsely-populated northern parts of the country.  As we prepare ourselves for the future 
financial planning period, I think it is therefore a good moment to visit Finland and see how 
we can target investment in the period after 2014, in order to get the most optimal result for 
Finnish citizens.” 
 
The European  Commission has recently closed a public consultation, open since November 
2010, on the future of cohesion policy. Finnish regions and the national government have 
actively participated in this consultation and, in particular, have underlined the challenges 
faced by Northern sparsely-populated areas. All contributions received are being analysed by 
the Commission and will be synthesised in a report, to be published next April.  
 
By Summer 2011, the Commission will make its legislative proposals in this area, which will 
then have to be approved by the Member States and by the European Parliament. Main 
objectives are to increase the effectiveness as well as the European added-value of the 
policy and its orientation towards measurable results. The future policy will need to 
concentrate on a limited number of priorities, in line with the "Europe 2020 Strategy" agreed 
upon by the 27 Member States. In Finland, the focus will continue to be on strengthening 
competitiveness of the Finnish enterprises in all regions through internationalisation and 
innovation.  
 
The Commissioner will also address the implementation of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea 
Region, as launched in June 2009. Finland is coordinating four priorities: reducing the 
nutrient input to the sea (together with Poland), enhancing rural development (with Latvia), 
maritime surveillance (with Denmark), and combating cross-border crime (with Lithuania). 
Cooperation between the participating Member States and Russia, Norway and Belarus has 
to be fostered in order to better promote the necessary synergies for the implementation of 
the strategy and definition of common strategic objectives. 
 
Visit to Lapland 
From the evening of the 25th to the 27th of February, Commissioner Hahn will be in Lapland 
to meet members of the regional and local authorities and scientific experts. He will be 
updated on the results and importance of EU investment in the region.  
 
In 2007-2013, the Northern Finland Region is receiving € 311 million from the ERDF, of 
which € 173 million is a special allocation for sparsely populated areas (representing €35 per 
inhabitant per year). The programme aims to create 11,000 new jobs (including 1,500 in 
research and development) and 1,500 new enterprises. 
 
More information: 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/consultation/5cr/answers_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperation/baltic/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperation/baltic/index_en.htm


 
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/atlas2007/finland/ 
 
http://www.rakennerahastot.fi/ 
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