
 

 

Statement from Commissioner Kristalina Georgieva, European Commissioner for 

International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis response on the occasion of the 

signing of the Agreement establishing the inter-governmental Central Asian Center for 

Disaster Response and Risk Reduction by Minister of Emergency Situations of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan Vladimir Bozhko, the Minister of Emergency Situations of the 

Kyrgyz Republic Bolotbek Borbiyev and the Chairman of the Committee for Emergency 

Situations and Civil Defense under the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan Khaibullo 

Latipov in Almaty, 19 August 2011.  

"On behalf of the European Commission, I would like to congratulate the governments of 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan on the signature of the Agreement establishing the 

Central Asian Center for Disaster Response and Risk Reduction.   

 

I am very pleased that through the Commission's DIPECHO programme and in partnership 

with UNDP, the European Union has been able to give its support to the setting up the Center. 

We are all aware of the human misery and crippling economic losses that disasters can cause. 

The Center will have very real value for the region by helping to put in place joint measures 

to reduce risks and vulnerabilities.   

 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan are to be applauded for their decision to come 

together to create this Center which is fully in line with one of the key priorities of the Hyogo 

Framework to strengthen national and regional disaster prevention mechanisms.  The Center 

will be an important cornerstone in regional cooperation for disaster response and disaster risk 

reduction and we look forward to it becoming fully operational.  

 

Signing this agreement on World Humanitarian Day is an extraordinary symbol and indeed 

celebrates "people helping people", which is the motto of this year’s worldwide campaign. I 

look forward to continuing our important work on disaster response and risk reduction in that 

spirit. " 

 

 


