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Seven and a half thousand miles from where we are gathered today,  

seven hundred and fifty thousand people - more than half of them 

children - are at risk of dying of hunger. I am very grateful to the UN 

for making it possible for their voices to be heard in the home of the 

family of nations today! 

  

It is unforgiveable that in a world of plenty we are once more 

witnessing the return of famine, a condition that is preventable even if 

drought is not. Conflict in Somalia, rapidly growing populations, 

ecological degradation and poor infrastructure all make the Horn an 

area of extreme vulnerability. 

  

In recognition of the severity of the crisis this year alone the European 

Commission has increased the allocation for humanitarian assistance 

from €64 million to €160 million. Together with the generous 

contributions of Member States, the EU as a whole secured more than 

€700 million for urgent and immediate priorities - food assistance, 

water, sanitation, health and also for agricultural projects to get 

farmers back on their feet. 

  



Rains are expected any day soon but they may not be enough to 

reverse this tragedy. And the rains may also bring fresh health hazards 

to an already weakened population. My pledge today is that if 

additional help is needed we will fund it. 

 

But right now finding money is not the most pressing challenge. 

Insecurity and restricted access mean that not enough relief is getting 

through to the people who are in the most desperate need: those in 

southern central regions of Somalia. Working to improve access must 

be the top priority.  

 

There are humanitarian organisations like ICRC, UNICEF and others 

which have never left Somalia, and there are communities and local 

leaders who welcome them. But there are also areas where it is tough 

for help to reach. 

  

In such difficult locations we need even more to work in a coordinated 

way.  I welcome today's meeting as a platform to bring us all together 

in a commitment to such a coordinated approach. 

  

Let me end with a point about the future. Unfortunately this drought is 

not going to be the last.  

  



We cannot prevent climate change. But we can anticipate it and plan 

for its consequences. There is already plenty of evidence that sensible 

policies on drought prevention work.  

  

Spending one dollar or one euro now on resilience saves us spending 

seven in relief when disaster strikes. It may be true that drought 

cannot be avoided but some of the terrible consequences we are seeing 

today in the Horn of Africa can – if we begin today to build resilience 

into all our efforts and actions. That is the challenge and also a duty 

for us all. 

  
 


