
This summer, the photo agency
Panos Pictures joined forces with
the International Rescue Committee
(IRC) to present the work
of seven of its photographers, who
each travelled to a country devastated
by a humanitarian crisis, fromfloods to
civil war, to document how the people

there are fighting to rebuild their
lives. The project, entitled On Solid
Ground, features the work of the
IRC, which in partnership with Echo –
the European Commission’s
Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection
Department— is helping those
worst affected. Top: fighting between

government forces and insurgent
groups, which began in January
2012, has leftmore than 475,000 people
displaced across theWest African
nation of Mali. Adiara Doumbia and
her 20-month-old daughter, Rokia, live
in amakeshift home in the village of
Farada, east of the capital, Bamako,

Crisis and
ConfliCt

photographed by EspenRasmussen.
Centre:Sven Torfinn captures a
panoramic overview of Bulengo
Refugee Camp, North Kivu, in the
Democratic Republic of Congo. More
than 500,000 people are displaced
across North Kivu, and Bulengo is one of
five sites swollen by new arrivals

since the recent upsurge in violence.
Bottom: inside a home in a small
town in the southeast of Burundi,
photographed byChris de Bode. After
several decades of conflict, many
Burundian refugees have returned
home from neighbouring Tanzania to
slowly begin rebuilding their lives
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The Dutch photographerSven Torfinn
focused on the situation in the Congo,
and specifically the Bulengo IDP Camp in
North Kivu. Top left: Regina Arua is
photographed in front of her makeshift
home in the camp, after fleeing the

violence in her region. Hanging inside are
a handbag (left) and a soft toy (above)
given to her by a friend. Below: basic
sanitation is slowly being installed at
the camp. During her assignment in
Pakistan, the Japanese photographer

ShihoFukada encountered communities
rebuilding their homes and livelihoods
washed away by torrential rains across
the Sindh province. Top centre: Shugna,
Marjee and their daughter, Kawila, are
photographed in their new home (bottom

centre) in Umerkot District. Their old one
was completely destroyed by floods.
Posters of Benazir Bhutto (above left)
decorate the walls, while Marjee, a
teacher, keeps his qualifications in a
briefcase (above). Following its four-year

war for independence, which began in
1991, Croatia continues to slowly rebuild
itself. The Northern Irish photographer
AdamPatterson captures those who
have returned home to start a new life
after seeking refuge in Serbia. Above:

Milos Bastajic plays his tamburica, one
of the few items he took with him when
his family fled their home in Prkos in
1995. They returned six years later to
find their home gutted and derelict, but
have since rebuilt it, decorating it with

items including this intriguing photo
(bottom). Above centre: a cushion in the
house of one family returning to the
village of Krnjak. Above right: an image
of harnessed horses racing, on the wall
of a home in the village Vojnovic Brdo
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Top: Alice Ntampera, who lives in a
small town in the southeast of
Burundi, is photographed byChris de
Bode. She returned after several years
living in a refugee camp in Tanzania,
to find her home occupied. She is now
forced to live with a friend. Bottom:
during her time documenting Syrian

refugees, British photographerAbbie
Trayler-Smith travelled to Jordan to
record the plight of refugees seeking
shelter there. Among themwasMuna
(below right), who fled her home in
Hamidiyeh in Homs province with her
children in 2012 and now lives in this
tiny shelter (below left). Her husband,

a former civil servant turnedmember
of the Free Syrian Army, stayed behind
in Syria. Left: a toy in the home of a
Syrian refugee, now living in Jordan.
On Solid Ground opens on June 20,
World Refugee Day, at St Martin-in-
the-Fields, London, WC2, and runs
until July 31. Visit: onsolidground.eu

For an extended selection of
Spectrum images, visit:
thesundaytimes.co.uk/spectrum

Words by EmmabroomfiEld
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