
Commissioner Georgieva speaks to Al Jazeera 

Commissioner Kristalina Georgieva spoke to the pan-Arab satellite news channel Al Jazeera 
about the situation of Syrian civilians, EU efforts to help Yemenis and Libyans, and how the 

EU is assisting the vulnerable globally. 

Commission Georgieva noted that the violence in Syria has left many civilians dead or 
wounded, led to the internal displacement of more than 200 000 people, and at least 45 000 
have managed to flee into Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon. There are also at least 600 000 
existing foreign refugees inside Syria (half a million Palestinians and 100 000 Iraqis) who are 
assisted by the United Nations, though the situation is making it increasingly difficult to reach 
them, she explained. 

The Commissioner referred to “worrying reports” the European Commission has been 
receiving about the situation of Syrian civilians, many of whom are being prevented from 
fleeing through, for instance, the planting of minefields. Lebanon and Jordan are also 
concerned about the burden of providing for the refugees and the effect their presence might 
have on the delicate social balance in both countries if it continues into the long term. 

Noting that the Syrian authorities were hindering the delivery of aid, the Commissioner 
pointed out that the only organisations that have been able to reach the affected within Syria 
have been the Red Cross and the Syrian Red Crescent and so the EU has been supporting 
them in their work through the provision of ambulances and medical supplies, she explained. 
But this is not enough and the Commissioner called on the Syrian authorities to implement a 
temporary ceasefire to enable the UN and aid organisations to reach affected civilian 
populations in Syria. She also talked about the difficulties of establishing an international 
“humanitarian corridor” in Syria without a clear UN Security Council mandate. 

Commissioner Georgieva added that the EU is providing assistance to Jordan and Lebanon to 
help them cope with the influx of Syrian refugees. The Union is also “burden-sharing” with 
Turkey, which has been at the forefront of efforts to deal with the refugees and, so far, Europe 
has provided €32 million in this regard, and more is on the way, she explained. 

However, humanitarian aid alone is not enough, a political settlement in Syria is urgently 
required in order to staunch the flow of refugees and allow those who have been displaced to 
return to their homes, argued the Commissioner. 

Yemen and Libya 

Commissioner Georgieva expressed her concern for the welfare of the Yemeni people, where 
food insecurity is growing and affecting vulnerable groups, such as children, many of whom 
are suffering from malnutrition. This troubling situation prompted the Commissioner to set up 
an EU humanitarian affairs office in the country, and the Commission is planning to step up 
its humanitarian support there.  

But aid is like a bandage that only treats the symptoms, she stressed, noting that Yemen 
urgently needed a return to stability and security. 



In Libya, the EU was very active in helping affected civilian populations in Benghazi and 
other parts of the country, as well as the hundreds of thousands of migrant workers who fled 
Libya for Tunisia, Algeria and Egypt. Despite the end of the fighting, Libya still has some 
way to go before it restores stability and the country is still awash with weapons, the 
Commissioner observed. 

The interview also focused on the support the EU is providing to children in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories and trouble spots in Africa. 

On the destructiveness and futility of warfare, Commissioner Georgieva said that Europe had 
learnt the hard way, through two devastating world wars, that peace is the only solution and 
the European Union today is an example to the world of what can be achieved when former 
enemies learn not only to live together but also to cooperate. 

 

The full interview, in Arabic, can be viewed here http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sGh_nn-
ituo&feature=plcp&context=C4e   
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