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First, let me thank the Secretary General for his active engagement in seeking a 

resolution to the crisis in South Sudan. 

Less than three years after the world's newest nation came into being, South Sudan 

today stands on the brink of famine. A bloody conflict has not only displaced over one 

million people inside the country and across borders, but has prevented farmers from 

planting and led to grave concern about the country's ability to feed its people. Together 

with Valerie Amos of OCHA and Raj Shah of USAID, I hosted a meeting in Washington 

four days ago at which we identified three crucial steps: 

 

* First and foremost: an end to the fighting. 

* Second, a firm commitment by all parties to abide by International Humanitarian Law 

to allow help to get to those who so desperately need it. 

* And finally, reinforced humanitarian funding: over the next three months  the UN 

needs $232 million to preposition food and medicines in hard to reach areas before the 

rains cut off humanitarian delivery. We in the EU Humanitarian Office have made our 

contribution - we will provide additional $62 million, nearly doubling our funding for this 

year from $69 million to $132 million. 

  

Today, at this very moment, I want to commend the life-saving and vital work the UN 

has done in South Sudan in an extremely difficult environment. 

Unfortunately, the people of South Sudan are not alone in their suffering - we are living 

in times of unprecedented needs, with four Level 3 emergencies recently declared by the 

UN: The Philippines, Syria, CAR and South Sudan. And I fear that we are going to see 

more of this in the future. The "new normal" is multiple crises of greater and more 

frequent intensity and complexity. This means we will have both natural disasters 

caused in part by Climate change, as well as man-made catastrophes taking place in 

areas of extreme fragility.  

But let me end on a more positive note. The Secretary General and I have just come 

from a high level briefing by Margareta Wahlström on preparations for the World 

Conference on DRR. We discussed and agreed that we must do our best to increase the 

preparedness and resilience of communities and countries to save lives today and to 

prevent disasters tomorrow. This conversation is extremely important on the eve of the 

Third UN World Conference in Sendai next March.   

The road from Hyogo to Sendai was not full of good intentions alone. We did a lot to 

plant the seeds of the Culture of resilience and we hope these seeds will bear the fruits 

of better and more secure life for millions of people, especially in disaster prone 

countries. We see resilience as 24/7, never-ending job. The Communication, adopted 

recently by the European Commission in Brussels, is focusing on exactly this: living with 

more disasters, but expecting them better equipped to neutralize them. 

A culture of resilience, preparedness and prevention should become part of the daily life 

of our communities and countries. 

  

Thank you. 

 

 


