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Let me first express my gratitude to the Secretary General for his personal commitment 

to building a more resilient world, and to Margareta Wahlström for working hard to bring 

us to a successful outcome next year in Sendai. I also would like to thank Switzerland 

for hosting the preparatory meeting, and Japan for its tireless efforts to translate their 

own experience with natural disasters into a benefit for the entire world. I remember 

vividly visiting Japan just after the Great East Japan Earthquake - seeing boats on top of 

houses a mile inland, and town after town of unbelievable destruction. But I also saw a 

nation united in the face of the tragedy, determined to come out more resilient, and to 

have this unique Japanese export – strong solidarity in time of disaster - to the rest of 

the world. 

We in Europe have our own share of record-braking disaster events.  Last year Central 

Europe suffered once-in-a-100-years floods - for a second time in just 13 years! The 

good news is we have been better  prepared than in 2002 and these worse floods took 

fewer lives.  The bad news is we are living in an increasingly fragile world. Climate 

change, urbanization, population growth and environmental degradation mean that the 

frequency and intensity of disasters and their impacts have risen steadily over recent 

decades, and will continue to do so. 

And it is the most vulnerable countries and the most vulnerable people that are hit the 

hardest. In a world of changing climate there is simply no way to win the war against 

extreme poverty without building more resilient communities and countries.   

Across the world, in countries rich and poor, risk management policies save lives and are 

also essential for growth and sustainable development. We now all know the mantra: a 

dollar, an euro, a yen, a peso, invested in the disaster risk reduction brings 4-7 times 

more in return, in terms of reduced damage costs. With growing disaster risks the return 

on these investments is set to also grow. And they also act as a strong driver of 

innovation, growth and job creation.  

Against this background, a renewed international framework for disaster risk 

management offers a unique opportunity to shift the paradigm of our approach in 

dealing with risks in today's increasingly complex and fragile world.  

This has been the key message in the policy document we have adopted in the European 

Commission just 8 days ago to shape a common EU position on the successor of the 

Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA).  

It builds on the achievements of a range of EU policies, both domestically and in our 

development and humanitarian aid work. Domestically, we have introduced mandatory 

risk assessment, enhanced preparedness, and integration of risk management measures 

in a number of key EU policies and financial instruments (climate change adaptation, 

transport and energy, research and innovation, as well as in the use of our structural 

and cohesion funds). In development and humanitarian aid we have made support for 

resilience a top priority in our work in all countries most vulnerable to natural disasters.  

 

In our post-Hyogo policy document we are proposing five key principles: 

First, more transparency and better governance of the new HFA 

We recommend the collection and sharing of globally comparable data on disaster losses 

and hazards, the adoption of non-binding standards for advancing the implementation of 

the new Framework for Action, and periodic peer reviews - to learn from each other and 

help us strive for best practice.  

Second, focus on results  

http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/news/post_hyogo_managing_risks_en.pdf
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We propose to set up action oriented targets and measurable deeds to reduce disaster 

risks - putting in place risk assessments and early warning systems, identifying gaps and 

measures to fill them. Because people will judge us by what we have done for them, 

what we did to improve their lives, not by how beautiful our concepts or plans are.  

The spirit of Hyogo should be felt in Sendai next year. It is about making people feel 

more secure by creating a culture of resilience, embraced both at national and 

community level.   

Third, make disaster risk reduction contribute to sustainable and smart growth.  

We recognize there is enormous potential for productive investments in DRR, that 

contribute to growth, jobs and competitiveness: our infrastructure needs to be risk 

sensitive and climate and disaster resilient; we need to engage the business community, 

and in particular the insurance/reinsurance industry;   and encourage the use of 

innovative technologies and instruments to support disaster management. And we are 

committed of making it happen. 

Fourth, care for the most vulnerable 

From Sendai onward we expect the new framework to target vulnerable groups such as 

women, children, elderly people, persons with disabilities, the homeless and the poor.  

Finally, we recognize that we have unique opportunity in 2015: 

there will be progress on post 2015 MDGs. There will be progress on climate action. And 

there will be an agreement on the next HFA. I hope that we can use this constellation of 

international processes to actively advance in this area. Even more, resilience must be 

included in the future development goals.   

 

Excellences, ladies and gentlemen, 

Results will come only when each one of us, every individual, every business, every 

government and every generation “buy” this as an eternal obligation, as a duty for life 

free of fear that we are helpless when a disaster strikes. 

We in the EU are determined to play an active role in creating a culture of resilience, 

robust and ambitious, for this is our duty to future generations. Thank you. 

 

 

 


