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Dear Mr Daul, dear Mr Rangel,  

Thank you very much for the opportunity to be here today and to speak about my 

mandate and activities.  

I am proud that Europe is the strongest force in providing aid around the world – it 

represent 20 % of the world economy, but provides over 50 % of the total humanitarian 

assistance, helping more than 120 million victims of conflict and disasters each year. 

However, my job is also very challenging as I see tremendous suffering. Let me share 

with you one of my experiences. Some months ago I visited a clinic in Chad, in which I 

witnessed the desperate suffering of severely malnourished children who were not even 

able to cry. It was a devastating view. In the next room there were children who were 

already recovered, they were able to cry. At that moment I felt proud that I am 

European because of the help of crucial importance that the European Union delivers.   

Except for Humanitarian aid, I am also responsible for international cooperation and 

crisis response, and this is what I want to talk about today. 

The boost of middle class world-wide is incredible; it has quadrupled during the last 

years. Imagine what pressure this puts on food markets due to the increase demand for 

food. We are also facing more frequent disasters, many of them related to climate 

change. The cost from natural disasters has quadrupled for the last 30 years, as 

reported by the World Bank.  

I am witnessing the impact of climate change in different places around the world. For 

instance, there were three droughts in Sahel for a period of only 10 years, one in eight 

inhabitants there suffers from food insecurity.  

But I also see the climate change impact in Europe, where we are not immune to the 

force of nature. And this impact will intensify over the next years. For Southern Europe 

and Portugal the most significant natural disasters are heat waves, floods and wildfires.  

We can handle with these challenges together.  

Let me stress on three aspects on which we could work together in order to prepare 

better for disasters and to boost resilience. 

 

1) Significance of research and innovation 

We have to make our society and agriculture more resilient and we can do this through 

better use of data. We can use the data to understand the weather patterns better. I am 

proud to share that now we have an Emergency Response Center in the EU which 

translates data into direct input for decision making and allows for coordinated and 

quicker response to disasters. 

We have also advanced in our collective response to disaster through the EU Civil 

Protection Mechanism. Portugal has requested assistance through this mechanism eight 

times during the last four years, all concerning forest fires which destroy your beautiful 

nature. The mechanism provided the country with additional capability to fight forest 

fires. 

 

2) Our role in global economy 

Agriculture has become more attractive sector for young people lately. I was happy to 

find out that in Portugal the number of young farmers has increased in recent years and 

that innovation and creativity are penetrating the sector. My generation brings maturity, 

but young people bring creativity.  



 

 3 

If we want to have sustainable agriculture and to be resilient we have to come up with 

solutions and know-how which we can export. For instance, flood management services 

are important for Netherlands, where 70 % of the country's GDP is produced below sea 

level. This know-how is important and we should find a way to promote and share it 

outside our borders in order to increase resilience. 

 

3) The importance of the insurance industry for dealing with shocks 

The insurance industry needs to develop in a way so it could be an indicator for risk and 

a tool for signaling danger. There is necessity to relate the insurance premium to risk, as 

well as to strengthen our research base for better understanding of risk. 

Let me finish by saying that we must work together and understand that agriculture is 

much more than commodity production. It is something that we have to make more 

resilient and to preserve for the future generations. 

 

Thank you. 


