
Citizens' summary  
 

Creating a stronger disaster response capacity for Europe  
 

WHAT'S THE ISSUE? 

• Although EU disaster response is usually effective and swift – as with the recent floods in 
Pakistan and the earthquake in Haiti - there is room for further improvement in its 
effectiveness, efficiency, coherence and visibility.  

• Through the EU Civil Protection Mechanism, Europe supplies teams and equipment (in-kind 
assistance) to disaster-stricken countries world-wide. However, this is based on ad hoc offers 
by individual countries, so it is not possible to foresee what type and how much assistance 
would be offered in response to a given disaster.  

• The Commission has issued a communication proposing a range of measures in the areas of 
civil protection and humanitarian aid, as well as military support to civilian relief efforts. 

WHO WOULD BENEFIT AND HOW? 

• Victims of disasters inside EU and across the world, as European aid would be delivered 
faster and cover the most important needs. 

• EU national authorities and institutions, as the response would be better planned and 
prepared, ensuring more cost-effective assistance. 

• Citizens would see a visible expression of European solidarity and evidence of what the EU 
is doing to protect them and help others in need. 

WHY DOES ACTION HAVE TO BE TAKEN BY THE EU? 

When a major disaster occurs and national capacities are overwhelmed, a common European 
response is more effective than individual countries acting alone. 

WHAT EXACTLY WILL CHANGE? 

• A European Emergency Response Capacity  - a voluntary pool of pre-identified EU 
countries' teams and equipment (e.g. field hospitals, forest fire-fighting airplanes, water-
pumping units for floods) - would be on 'standby' for EU operations. Countries providing 
assets to the pool would make them available for joint operations whenever called for except 
when they are needed 'at home.'  

• This response capacity would work hand-in-hand with the EU humanitarian aid provided as 
financing for our partners (the United Nations, the Red Cross family and NGOs). 

• All European in-kind assistance would be coordinated by the European Emergency 
Response Centre. 

• There would be closer coordination with other actors involved in disaster response: 

o the military 

o  the United Nations 

o the European External Action Service. 



WHEN IS THE PROPOSAL LIKELY TO COME INTO EFFECT? 

• Proposals for new legislation are expected by the end of 2011. 
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