
Statement by Commissioner Georgieva on Coordination of 
humanitarian aid and reconstruction in Haiti  

Honourable Members, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Let me thank you for keeping Haiti high on the agenda of the 

European Parliament. Before passing the floor to Andris Piebalgs who 

will inform you on the reconstruction and development efforts of the 

Commission, let me outline the response of the Commission to the 

four main humanitarian challenges we currently face. 

 

First, it is about continuation of humanitarian assistance notably in 

the health, sanitation and shelter sectors. The humanitarian funding 

decision of 90 M€ taken by the Commission in March aims at 

covering these needs over the next twelve to eighteen months. Shelter 

is the most complex challenge because of practical issues such as land 

ownership, rubble removal, urban planning, protection of persons. The 

immediate priority concerns the relocation of about 10.000 to 30.000 

people who live in makeshift camps in flood areas. 

 

Second, maintaining a "whole-of-crisis" approach. In geographical 

terms, it means "follow the needs" and provide assistance where 

people are in the whole country and not only Port-au-Prince.  

Our comprehensive approach also means preparedness for the 

rainy/hurricane season. Most of the pre-positioned relief stocks in the 

island have been used up in response to the earthquake. We are 



replenishing these critical stocks and building up the capacity of the 

Haitian Civil protection in order to face possible additional emergency 

needs. 

We also favour a "whole-of-island" approach: whether it relates to the 

issue of Haitian IDPs and refugees, or logistics for the delivery of aid, 

or pre-positioning of relief stocks for the hurricane season, the 

Dominican Republic matters and is not forgotten in our recovery 

response.  

Third, it is about ensuring good humanitarian aid coordination. The 

high number of humanitarian organisations and donors, the presence 

of foreign military contingents, the increasing involvement of 

development actors in the reconstruction process of Haiti require from 

the UN-led coordination a significant effort in the coming months. 

The Commission has worked very closely with the UN and OCHA in 

particular to strengthen the sector "cluster" coordination system and 

ensure that identified needs are matched by adequate funding and 

proper response strategies are designed. This is key to ensure quality 

response and proper transition from relief to recovery. 

At European level, during my mission in Haiti I witnessed good 

coordination among civil protection teams from 25 Member States 

and a good interaction between military assets and humanitarian 

civilian response.  The work of the MIC in coordinating the member 

states civil protection teams was considered positively. The 

articulation of civil protection and military operations with the UN led 

humanitarian coordination went also well. 



 

Fourth, it is about ensuring the transition from humanitarian relief to 

recovery and reconstruction. My services together with that of Andris 

Piebalgs work hand in hand to facilitate this transition whenever and 

wherever possible. For example in the food sector, we want to bolster 

food security rather than relying too long on external food assistance 

and by doing so give a boost to Haitian farmers. Another example is 

the support to income-generating activities through the financing of 

cash-for-work programmes or of microcredit schemes. In doing so, we 

want to empower the Haitians as well as the Government of Haiti, 

including for its responsibility regarding where the money goes. 

 

Last, but not least, we will stand for commitment to effectiveness and 

results. Today we are the number one donor in terms of volume of the 

aid we provide world wide, we want to make sure we are number one 

in terms of results.  

Thank you for your attention. 
 


