
 
 

1000 Days: Change a life, change the future partner ing to reduce child undernutrition  
 

 

The 1000 Days Event on Nutrition  
 

Address of Kristalina GEORGIEVA, European Union, EU  Commissioner for 
International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Cri sis response 

 

Excellencies, 

 
As we meet today to address the issue of nutrition, a vivid picture comes 

to my mind: that of a little baby girl napping in her mother's lap in one of 

the feeding centres funded by the European Union I visited last June in 

Niger.  A high nutritious meal of Plumpynet on that day made for her the 

difference between life and death.  

 

For this girl, and for so many others, the chance to live and grow up 

smart and healthy is not the birthright it should be.  This is what the 1000 

Days initiative is set to change and, on behalf of the European 

Commission, I wholeheartedly sign up for it. 

 

Today the pledge I make before you is to build on lessons learned from 

our own experiences in the Sahel and other places and place child 

nutrition firmly at the centre of our humanitarian and development work.  

 

We have already taken three important steps. First, we track our nutrition 

interventions, which now account for EUR 517 million. Second, we have 

revised our food assistance policy to encourage shift from in-kind 

contributions to use of cash and vouchers, creating demand for local 

farmers, thus contributing to long term food security.  Third, we have 
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focused on fragile states, where under-nutrition among kids under two is 

twice as severe as in the rest of the developing world.  

 

We will advance our work through a dedicated policy framework on 

nutrition which will inform and guide the aid policy of the EU and its 

Member States and their cooperation with partner countries, aiming to 

achieve four goals: 

• To promote a comprehensive approach to under-nutrition, from 

nutrients for babies and children to innovating ways in which food 

assistance is delivered, and to links to other factors such as access 

to safe water and sanitation. Nutritional surveillance should 

become a cross-sector indicator. 

• To advance accountability for results, by tracking not just how 

much money we spend, but what outcomes we achieve.  

• To empower partner countries which have made nutrition a priority 

of their development policies – because a focus on nutrition has a 

"multiplier effect" in achieving the MDGs, it contributes to reduce 

child mortality, to food security, to better education, women 

empowerment.  

• To seek solutions bottom up, by placing resources and 

responsibilities in the hands of mothers, teachers, community 

leaders.   

 
One final remark: strong -- and accountable -- leadership both at home 

and at international level will be central to the fight against under-

nutrition. I therefore very much welcome the Nutrition Leaders Forum 

and wish it success. 

Thank you 



 
 


