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President Swoboda, Ambassador Kennard, Dr Birol,  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I am delighted to launch this conference prepared by the 

European Commission's Joint Research Centre, and I 

am very pleased to share the platform with such 

distinguished speakers.  

Efficient buildings, vehicles and equipment are three 

sectors with huge potential to boost Europe's 

competitiveness and produce growth and jobs.  

The potential is so great because they are such vital 

pillars of the European Economy.  

If you will forgive a pun first thing in the morning, the 

buildings sector and its related service industries 

provide firm foundations for the whole of our economy.  
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This sector represents 10% of EU GDP, accounts for 

50% of all materials extracted from the earth, and 

provides 16 million jobs. Turnover in 2010 was over 1.3 

trillion euro.  

Our building stock represents 40% of the EU’s final 

energy consumption, so it is the single biggest sector for 

potential energy savings and is crucial to achieving our 

targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

Within those buildings and scaled up globally, lighting 

efficiency would cost between one and three cent per 

kilowatt-hour saved, a fraction of the cost of clean 

energy from other sources.  

Appliance and equipment efficiency has enormous 

potential to reduce energy demand and carbon 

emissions while lowering energy costs for businesses 

and consumers alike.  

And of course the automotive industry provides 12 

million jobs, 4% of the EU’s GDP and 90 billion euro in 

trade surpluses. Moreover, this industry is Europe's 

biggest private investor in research and innovation.  
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These sectors are taking on the challenge of becoming 

more competitive in the face of international competition, 

while ensuring that we safeguard our resources and the 

environment. 

Investing more in research, innovation and 

entrepreneurship is critical to their success. This  

approach is strongly endorsed by the Europe 2020 

Strategy, and given concrete form in the three relevant 

Public-Private Partnerships to fund research and 

innovation in three key industrial sectors as part of the 

European Economic Recovery Plan adopted in 

November 2008. 

And it is in this context that efficiency – our subject today 

– plays such an important role.  

Efficiency, particularly of buildings, vehicles and 

equipment, is crucial not only for achieving our energy, 

climate and environmental goals; it will also give a real 

boost to the economy by delivering important savings 

and job creation.  

Efficiency will reduce the growing cost of our 

dependence on energy imports – these are forecast to 
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rise from 50% of our energy today to 70% in 2030 if we 

don’t take action. 

However the shift to greater efficiency depends on 

strong science, the basis for innovative technological 

solutions.  

Greater efficiency in these three key sectors will come 

from the development of new materials, technological 

advances and innovative approaches.  

So I warmly welcome the launch of this important 

initiative aiming at identifying where scientific support is 

needed.  

I am keen to forge synergies and links between this 

initiative and the relevant Public Private Partnerships in 

the construction and automotive sectors - Energy 

Efficient Buildings and the European Green Cars 

Initiative - which we propose to continue under Horizon 

2020, Europe’s new programme for research and 

innovation that will begin next year. 

Basic research is not part of the PPPs’ philosophy of 

emphasising activities that are closer to the market, 
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including prototyping, demonstration and pilot-lines. But 

there is a real need to coordinate upstream and 

downstream activities by covering the whole value-chain 

from basic research to innovation – and that is one of the 

aims of Horizon 2020. 

Growth and jobs can only be ensured if new 

technologies can push through to the commercialisation 

phase, allowing the private sector to create new 

markets.  

But before that stage, scientific support from the public 

as well as the private sector is crucial to identify, as early 

as possible, technical and non-technical challenges and 

bottlenecks to be addressed. 

Horizon 2020 will support both stages. 

The first pillar aims to boost excellence in Europe’s 

science base by supporting frontier or basic research, 

including through a proposed increase in support to the 

extremely successful European Research Council.   

The second pillar, 'Creating industrial leadership and 

competitive frameworks”, will support business research 
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and innovation, including investment in Key Enabling 

Technologies – including advanced materials, and 

advanced manufacturing and processing. Development 

of these technologies requires a multi-disciplinary, 

knowledge- and capital-intensive approach. 

Partnering through contractual PPPs in Horizon 2020 will 

be important in the continuing financial and economic 

crisis. The squeeze on public and private investment in 

research and innovation means that Europe must use 

existing resources even more effectively, and of course, 

more efficiently.  

For any PPPs to be supported under Horizon 2020, they 

will have to demonstrate that they provide added value 

at EU level, a scale of impact on industrial 

competitiveness, sustainable growth and positive socio-

economic impact demonstrably greater than what could 

otherwise be achieved. Attention will also be paid to the 

transparency and openness of the PPPs, clear long-term 

commitment from all partners and a scale of resources 

deployed that leverages additional investments in 

research and innovation. 
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I know that both the public and private sides are keen to 

address together all these requirements, so that PPPs 

may continue under Horizon 2020 – but they should 

remain industry-driven and open and transparent in 

terms of engagement with the broader research 

community. 

The steps to deliver PPPs under Horizon 2020 are still 

under discussion – as is the detail of Horizon 2020 itself 

in the context of the Multi Annual Financial Framework 

or MFF – the overall European budget for the period 

2014-2020. 

Discussion about the MFF, including for Horizon 2020, 

dominated headlines at the beginning of the year.  

It is encouraging, that in the conclusions of Heads and 

State and Government after tough Summit negotiations 

in February, Member States highlighted the particular 

contribution of Horizon 2020 to the Europe 2020 

Strategy.  

Despite the fact that the budget levels agreed by the 

Heads of State and Government are below what the 
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Commission had proposed, the deal struck in February 

can still be an important catalyst for growth and jobs.  

This first stage of the political agreement opens the way 

for the Council to negotiate with the European 

Parliament to obtain its consent, and to keep 

preparations on track for the launch of the new 

programmes in 2014. A successful outcome is crucial as 

we must offer solid, long-term perspectives to 

researchers and investors worldwide that will convince 

them that working and investing in Europe now is the 

right choice.  

With an appropriate Horizon 2020 budget, we can send 

a strong signal of our shared commitment to remain a 

world-class player in research and innovation, and forge 

ahead in new and emerging areas. I know that Horizon 

2020 has a staunch ally in Mr Swoboda – thank you for 

your support and for being here today. 
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Ladies and gentlemen,  

Efficient buildings, vehicles and electrical equipment are 

key drivers for European growth and can significantly 

boost employment and productivity in our industrial 

sectors. To achieve this and to maintain our competitive 

advantage, we must continue to invest in research, 

science and technology. We need to invest smartly – 

cooperating across borders and across disciplines. 

Horizon 2020 will help us do just that.  

Our buildings, vehicles and electrical equipment play a 

pivotal role in reconciling competitiveness and 

sustainability. I am committed to ensuring that research 

and innovation policy provides the best possible 

conditions for progress in these sectors, and supports 

the cutting-edge science that is essential to underpin 

those advances.  

It has been a pleasure to open this conference and I look 

forward to hearing the results of your discussions!  

End. 


