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Dublin, 11 January 2013 

 
"BT Mindshare – Where Smart Minds Meet" 

 
 

Colm, ladies and gentlemen 

Thank you very much for inviting me to speak at this 

BT Mindshare event – "Where Smart Minds Meet".  

That is a great title. In fact, it fits very well with so 

much of what we are doing in research and 

innovation at European level – bringing the smartest 

minds together. 

Today’s meeting gives me an excellent opportunity 

to tell you about some of the major research and 

innovation questions on the agenda at the 

European level.  

I would like to talk about the new Horizon 2020 

programme for research and innovation, and tell 

you about our efforts to encourage more young 
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people to get involved in science and research.   

I am particularly pleased to be with you today at the 

start of the Irish Presidency of the Council of the 

EU. 

This is Ireland's seventh Presidency, and it 

coincides with the fortieth anniversary of Ireland's 

accession to the EU – or EEC as it was in 1973.  

This Presidency comes at a time of great 

challenges, but also of huge opportunities, not least 

in the area we are all working in: research, 

innovation and technology. 

Quite rightly, the theme of the Irish Presidency is, 

“securing stability and ensuring that it leads to jobs 

and growth”.  

I firmly believe that science, research and 

innovation are essential factors in securing our 

economic recovery and creating jobs and growth.  

Europe has no future as a place for low-cost 

employment. We can only compete on knowledge, 



 

3/14 
 

skills, innovation and value-added.  

This means creating a Europe of excellent 

research, a Europe of high-value, innovative 

products and services that will generate good 

quality jobs.  

This is the kind of economy that Europe wants and 

needs - an economy that works better and for more 

people. 

The close correlation between research, innovation, 

economic growth and employment is the main 

reason that the European Commission has 

proposed to increase the EU’s investment in 

research and innovation to 80 billion euro in the 

budget package for 2014-2020.  

This investment will be carried out under the new 

Horizon 2020 programme. 

The Irish Presidency will be steering the 

discussions between Member States on the next 

EU budget – the MFF or Multi-annual Financial 
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Framework, and Horizon 2020 is part of the 

package under discussion.  

We saw last autumn just how complicated this has 

turned out to be. 

I said that we proposed to increase investments in 

research and innovation. But at a time when we 

need investment in the knowledge and ideas 

industries and the innovations that Europe counts 

on for growth, there is a real danger that we might 

not even maintain the current levels of spending.  

Let me assure you that Horizon 2020 – as we have 

proposed it to Member States – is not just a new 

Framework Programme. Horizon 2020 is a bigger 

and more ambitious programme, and represents a 

major reform in how we fund research and 

innovation at European level.  

It is a programme aimed at supporting job-creation 

and growth. And that means we must get the best 

value for money from every euro invested. Red tape 

will be slashed and it will be much easier for 
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researchers, SMEs and large companies to take 

part.  

While there is a strong focus on funding excellent 

research in Horizon 2020, there is a new emphasis 

on innovation and economic impact. 

In preparing our proposal I listened carefully to our 

stakeholders, and I'm confident that Horizon 2020’s 

simplified rules will make it more attractive for 

companies to apply for funding. I am sure that some 

of the big companies represented here today, such 

as BT, Intel, Dell and IBM, will build on their 

experience of the current 7
th
 Framework 

Programme for Research, and become even more 

deeply involved.  

Your participation is vital.  

As is your public support for Horizon 2020 – 

particularly at this critical moment in the run up to 

the next European Council where we hope the next 

EU budget will be agreed.  
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I would urge you to take every opportunity to 

express support for Horizon 2020 to those national 

decision makers who will be involved in the 

negotiations in February. 

But we are not just focusing on the big players. 

After all, every large company has been an SME at 

one stage! Horizon 2020 will also support the 

research and innovation needs of SMEs. 

Ireland already has a good success rate with SME 

funding under the 7
th
 Framework Programme. The 

applicant success rate of 23% is better than the 

average EU rate of 19.9%.  

Projects funded by FP7 have increased the 

research and innovation capability of SMEs and 

given them access to the best knowledge in the 

Union, to international networks, to new partners, 

new markets and new customers. 

I am very keen to build on this in Horizon 2020, to 

increase the participation of SMEs in the 

programme and, more importantly, to enhance the 
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impact of EU funding on innovative small 

companies.  

SME participation will be promoted across the 

whole programme. Through this approach, it is 

expected that at least 15% of the total budget of 

Horizon 2020 will go to SMEs.  

We have also proposed a specific financial 

instrument within the programme that is adapted to 

the particular research needs of SMEs. It will 

support SMEs in developing high-potential 

innovations and bringing them closer to market. And 

it will provide incentives for leverage of private co-

investor or follow-up investments. 

While I cannot go into detail on the many other 

reforms and new opportunities that will be ushered 

in by Horizon 2020, I would like to say a few words 

about Europe’s long-term work to make excellent 

science the norm in Europe.  

Scientific knowledge and excellent research are the 

foundations of the new technologies and 
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innovations that will be good for our economy and 

good for society as a whole. 

That is why we created the European Research 

Council in 2007 to provide generous, long-term 

funding for the best researchers with the best ideas 

to carry out their work in Europe. Awards are 

granted solely according to scientific excellence, 

with no predetermined priorities, targets or quotas. 

It has been so successful in such a short time that 

we are proposing to double its budget under 

Horizon 2020. 

ERC funding has helped Ireland to retain and attract 

world-class researchers to carry out their work here. 

8 out of the 27 grants awarded to researchers in 

Ireland since 2007 have gone to non-Irish nationals, 

including the American Nobel Prize winning 

economist James Heckman.  

More importantly, 21 of the 27 grants were awarded 

to young scientists, starting an independent 
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research career or consolidating their research 

team. The expectation is that they will be the next 

generation of top research leaders.  

And each ERC grant winner employs, on average, 

six other team members, ensuring that excellent 

young PhD students and post-docs get to work with 

world class scientists at an early stage.  

So, the ERC is helping spread excellence amongst 

the youngest researchers.  

But this is not enough. We need to start even earlier 

– we need to start in school by encouraging more 

children to study science and maths.  

We don’t just want them to become researchers – 

though we estimate that to achieve our economic 

goals we will need another million researchers in 

the workforce by 2020 – but to be informed 

members of an ever-more technological and 

knowledge-based society. 

At the European level, the 7
th
 Framework 
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Programme for Research has focused on 

developing new methods of teaching science in 

schools. 

These “inquiry-based” methods break from 

traditional teaching methods and promote curiosity, 

creativity and innovation in mathematics and 

science studies and support the inter-disciplinary 

approach.  

In the large-scale European projects in this field we 

have Irish participants like University College Cork 

and Dublin City University. 

Another issue we are addressing is girls and 

science.  

We need more of today's schoolgirls to become the 

researchers and innovators of tomorrow. And we 

must ensure that when they begin their research 

careers, they have the same opportunities as their 

male counterparts. 

The European Commission’s campaign "Science, 
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It’s a Girl Thing" seeks to show girls across Europe 

that science is relevant to them, is a great way of 

exploring the world and that there are fascinating, 

rewarding careers in science and research. Our 

website and Facebook page are taking the 

message out to thousands of girls, and national 

events were organised with great success last 

autumn in a number of Member States. 

These are some of the actions that the European 

Commission is taking. I would also like to pay 

tribute to the excellent work of our partners in 

industry to increase young peoples’ interest in 

science. 

Here’s one example: inGenious is the European 

Coordinating Body for Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Education.  

This is a joint initiative of European Schoolnet and 

the European Roundtable of Industrialists (ERT) 

aiming to reinforce young peoples’ interest in 

science education and careers and thus address 

anticipated future skills gaps within the European 
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Union. 

Through a strategic partnership between major 

industries and Ministries of Education, inGenious 

aims to increase the links between science 

education and careers, by involving up to 1,000 

classrooms throughout Europe. 

inGenious brings together teachers and industry to 

excite students about STEM subjects.   

A key goal is the identification and sharing of 

teaching practices developed by industry to 

communicate the value of STEM and stimulate 

young people’s interest in STEM subjects.  

Cork Institute of Technology is associated with the 

inGenious project as are the industrial giants Intel, 

Microsoft, Nokia, Philips to name but a few. 

But I cannot end without thanking BT and the other 

sponsors for their support for the BT Young 

Scientist and Technology Exhibition.  

I am proud that this landmark in the Irish calendar 
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for generations of young people is the oldest such 

event for young scientists in Europe – indeed it has 

been running since before Ireland joined the EEC! 

I also know that Intel offers fantastic prizes to the 

European Union Contest for Young Scientists, 

where the winners of national competitions end up. 

Intel invests heavily in science education knowing 

that it will ultimately reap the benefits.  

Young Irish scientists have a first-class record in 

this competition, winning first prizes last year, the 

year before and three years ago.  

I greatly appreciate the role that your companies 

play in encouraging our young scientists. And in 

addition to your sponsorship role, 

There can be no better way for students to gain 

experience of industry than by spending time in 

these companies, experiencing hands-on what it is 

like to be a researcher in the workforce.  

So, thank you again for your contribution to 
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achieving Europe’s research and innovation goals. 

Whether by participating in large-scale European 

research projects, or by encouraging Irish boys and 

girls to explore their curiosity in science.  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

I am sorry that I have to leave you now – I am keen 

to meet the young scientists participating in the 

exhibition and to learn about their work. 

Thank you very much for your attention.  

End 


