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Dinner with Representatives of Industry, Science 
and Politics 

3 December, 20h00 
 

First of all I would like to thank Baroness von Schorlemer 

for helping to organise my visit to Dresden and Saxony, 

and for taking the time to show me the impressive 

research and innovation taking place here.  

I'm very pleased to see people from different walks of life 

here tonight – from industry, science and politics.  

Whatever our field, I know that one thing unites us: we 

are all dedicated to ensuring that our cities, our regions, 

and Europe as a whole, become powerhouses of 

research and innovation.  

In the European Commission, we are working hard to 

ensure that research and innovation policy helps you 

carry out top quality research and produce the 

innovations that will give us growth, employment and a 

better society.  

To do this, it's essential to have a dialogue, a constant 

exchange of views.  
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And that's why you have been invited to this dinner!  

Don't worry, you won't be asked to "sing for your 

supper", but I am very keen to hear your views on 

research and innovation.  

That's a very broad topic, so to get the discussion going, 

I'd like to mention a few of the key issues I am working 

on, pose a few questions, and make one request for 

help! 

Innovation Union 

Just over two years ago I launched Innovation Union, a 

comprehensive strategy to improve the framework 

conditions for innovation.  

Innovation Union focuses on the conditions that will 

smooth the path from lab to market, from excellent 

research to new products and services. 

Most of the 34 Innovation Union commitments are being 

implemented. We have proposed new public 

procurement legislation that promotes innovation; there 

will soon be a European patent, and recently we saw the 
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first agreement between the European Investment Fund 

and a commercial bank to support lending to innovative 

SMEs.  

 

I would like to hear your views on the most important 

obstacles that you face in turning research into 

innovation. 

 

European Research Area 

Despite some progress in recent years, we are still far 

from achieving ERA – our "single market" for knowledge, 

research and innovation. Researchers still complain 

about a range of barriers to their careers. 

They cannot take their grants across borders. Their 

pensions are not portable. Recruitment to top positions 

is not always based on merit. Career structures are not 

clear enough.  

There is a scandalous waste of female talent. National 

funding is not always allocated on a competitive basis. 

And it's difficult to get cross-border projects off the 

ground.  
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These are all stumbling blocks to excellent collaborative 

research. 

So last July I launched the European Research Area 

Framework to get things moving and to meet the 2014 

deadline now set by Member States. 

We are focusing now on a small number of key issues, 

such as making it easier to strategically align funding 

from different Member States, improving researchers' 

careers and mobility and giving researchers access to 

world-class scientific infrastructures.  

I'd be interested to hear about the most important 

obstacles that you have faced to collaborating within 

Europe. What should ERA focus on? 

 

Money!  

… a subject that is always guaranteed to get people 

talking!  

 

The EU Member States have set the goal of investing 

3% of GDP in Research and Development by 2020. 

  



 

5 

 

Germany - with its high R&D spending of 2.8% of GDP 

and its sound economic performance – is an excellent 

example of the correlation between investment in R&D 

and capacity to weather the economic crisis.  

 

I understand that Saxony is the Land that gives the 

highest priority to research in its own budget – 

impressively, nearly 6% of public spending compared to 

an average of 3.3% in the other Länder. 

 

Business is also continuing to invest. According to a 

recent survey, the top companies in Europe estimate 

that they will increase their R&D investment by an 

average of 4% per year over the next two years.  

 

There is also a clear correlation between research and 

innovation intensity and unemployment rates.  

The EU countries that spend more than 2.5% of their 

GDP on research and innovation have an unemployment 

rate under 7%.  
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This is less than half the unemployment rate of the 

countries that are spending less than 1.5% of their GDP 

on research and innovation. 

So, while it is vital to balance the national budget, 

especially in times of austerity, we must still invest in the 

long-term sources of growth and jobs: education, R&D 

and innovation. 

 

This particularly concerns our joint efforts to secure a 

strong Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation 

programme, with appropriate financing, in the current 

negotiations on the next EU budget. 

 

You may already know that Heads of State and 

Government recently discussed a new proposal 

presented by Council President Van Rompuy. 

 

This proposal was similar in the level of overall cuts – at 

80 billion Euro – suggested in a previous proposal.  
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But Horizon 2020 suffered a bigger cut – from 75 to 70 

billion Euro, which is 10 billion lower than the 

Commission's original proposal.  

 

A number of Member States are demanding still more 

cuts, so this might not be the end of it. So this evening I 

call upon you to support us - with a clear and public 

voice  - to maintain a strong research and innovation 

budget. 

 

In terms of investing in the sources of growth and jobs, I 

am convinced that what is working for Saxony and 

Germany will work for the rest of Europe. 

 

I hope I can count on your support. Over to you! 

 


