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Commissioner Geoghegan-Quinn 

Reception for the signing of the ERA-Net for Africa 
(ERAfrica) Implementation Agreement, Cape Town,  

6 November 2012 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

In just two years, the ERAfrica ERANET has already 

managed to establish a long-term framework for 

communication, collaboration and coordination between 

running and managing programmes, and working on STI 

co-operation between Europe and Africa; 

Working in solid partnership, African and European 

partners have jointly identified topics to effectively 

promote mutual interests related to global societal 

challenges, and promoting sustainable development. 

This is quite an achievement; 

Partners have developed joint funding schemes and 

management procedures between European and African 

programmes to better support joint activities. ERAfrica, 

originally funded by the European Union to the tune of 
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almost 2 million euro, has until now managed to mobilise 

almost 11 million euro to fund project consortia with both 

African and European partners. Significantly, 35% of the 

funds come from the six African Partner countries, so 

this is without doubt a true partnership. 

ERAfrica's multifaceted collaboration includes partners 

from Ministries and public funding institutions. It will 

strengthen African STI capacities, it will generate new 

knowledge and it will improve the impact of research on  

development in Africa and for the benefit of African 

society. 

I hope that the ERAfrica project will establish a "model" 

for future cooperation and will expand this sustainable 

STI partnership to new members, so we can continue to 

boost scientific cooperation between both our regions. 

I know that we are all looking forward to the publication 

of the joint call that is scheduled for January 2013 – I 

believe that this is really the start of something very 

exciting. 
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Thank you to all of the participants in ERAfrica for their 

commitment and hard work that has already borne 

impressive results, and I look forward to hearing more 

about our successful collaborations in the future. 

Thank you 


