
 

1/4 

Commissioner Geoghegan-Quinn 

Participation in the EU-Africa Joint Experts Group-
JEG8 Welcoming reception 

Cape Town, 6 November 2012 

 

The European Commission is committed, as you 

know, to increasing support for the implementation of 

the science component of the Joint Africa-EU 

Strategy. More specifically, we are very committed to 

the success of the 8th Partnership on Science, 

Information Society and Space adopted by the EU and 

Africa at the Joint Summit in Lisbon in December 

2007.  

The Partnership was established to enhance dialogue 

and long-term cooperation between our two continents 

and it has already stimulated joint strategic thinking 

and linked up common strategies in research and 

innovation. 

I know that South Africa is very committed to its role in 

this Partnership, and to strengthening cooperation 
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between the EU and the rest of Africa in Science and 

Technology. 

However, if we want this Partnership to realise its full 

potential, we all need to keep working to maintain and 

grow the strong commitment of all the Member States 

on both sides. 

Directly linked to the 8th Partnership is the High Level 

Policy Dialogue on Science, Technology and 

Innovation that came into existence in 2010. This 

dialogue aims to further consolidate cooperation 

between the two continents. The first meeting, in 

Addis Ababa in October 2011, was attended by many 

Member States on both sides. 

We greatly appreciate South Africa's support for the 

High Level Policy Dialogue on Science, Technology 

and Innovation. This support is crucial, particularly in 

view of the organisation of the next EU-Africa STI 

Senior Officials' meeting. This will take place in 

Brussels during the first half of 2013 and may be 

followed by a Ministerial meeting later in the year.  
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South Africa is a very active member of the Bureau 

that was established after the first meeting, and is 

responsible for organising these events.  

Again, we all need to work on obtaining the full 

commitment of the Member States on both sides if we 

want the Dialogue to have a real impact, and I do 

hope that the outcomes of your work will enable us to 

move towards concrete actions so that together, we 

can work to strengthen EU-Africa STI cooperation in a 

true and balanced partnership.  

We already have an excellent example of how the EU, 

its Member States and Sub-Saharan countries are 

working together to deliver new medicines against 

poverty related diseases in the European and 

Developing Countries Clinical Trial Partnership 

(EDCTP). I've spent the last two days seeing at first 

hand the detail of the EDCTP's work, and I have to 

say I am hugely impressed. Together, EU Member 

States and their African partners are making a real 

difference. We need more examples like this, and we 

need to build more partnerships where knowledge and 
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innovation can flow in both directions. I believe that 

Horizon 2020 – the EU's new programme for research 

and innovation - will provide even more scope for 

scientific collaboration between Africa and Europe.  

Thank you for your attention. I wish the Joint Experts 

Group every success in its endeavours. 


