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Commissioner Geoghegan-Quinn addresses 

EASAC Meeting 16 October 2012 

 

Professor Heap [Sir Brian], Presidents of the European 

and National Science Academies,  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It is an honour to welcome you all today to the first 

meeting to bring together the Presidents of the National 

Science Academies, cooperating in EASAC, my services 

(DG Research & Innovation and the JRC), the Chief 

Scientific Advisor to the President of the European 

Commission and those Directorates General of the 

European Commission that require and use independent 

scientific advice.  

Let me put today’s topic – What kind of independent 

scientific advice does the Commission need and what 

can the Academies deliver in that respect? – in the 

context of the on-going discussions on the role and 

future of European research and science. 
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In his third State of the Union address to the European 

Parliament last month, President Barroso suggested 

that, at a time when the European Union continues to be 

in crisis, we have to be much more ambitious about 

education, research, innovation and science.  

 

I am certain that we all share this ambition. 

 

Europe's current crisis has indeed shown us that the old 

solutions don't work for new challenges. More than ever, 

we need the brightest minds to advise on research and 

innovation in order to deliver better policies, growth and 

jobs and to tackle the societal challenges that we face.  

The first step in making that possible is to have sufficient 

funding available. That is why the Europe 2020 Strategy, 

sets the goal of investing 3% of GDP in the European 

Union on R&D.  

 

A greater R&D intensity means being better equipped to 

get out of the current crisis. We’ve seen that countries – 

like Germany and Singapore – who placed innovation at 



3 

the centre of their economic policies – have been better 

able to weather the economic storm. 

 

But, it's not just a question of increasing resources; we 

must also become smarter and reform research systems 

to increase the impact of research and innovation on 

policies, growth and jobs.  

 

Therefore in October 2010 I took the initiative to launch 

Innovation Union, an overall strategy to improve the 

conditions that allow scientists, researchers, 

entrepreneurs and companies to flourish.   

 

Innovation Union underlines the importance of excellent 

research and one of its main ambitions is to remove any 

obstacles that prevent innovators from transforming this 

research into new products, processes and services. We 

are making excellent progress on the 34 Innovation 

Union commitments. 
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This brings me to one of the main IU commitments: that 

of completing  the European Research Area. While we 

have made some progress since ERA was launched in 

2000, researchers still complain about a host of barriers 

to their careers. 

 

The Commission launched the ERA Framework in July 

and, with the European Council setting a deadline for 

completing ERA by 2014, I am optimistic that this time 

we will make faster progress.  

 

These major new initiatives at EU level are 

complemented by our proposal for Horizon 2020, the 

new funding instrument for European research and 

innovation from 2014 onwards.  

 

Horizon 2020 is definitely not business as usual. It 

represents a major break from the seventh Research 

Framework Programme.  
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For the first time, Horizon 2020 brings all the European 

level funding for Research and innovation under one 

roof. The programme will be simpler at all levels – its 

overall architecture, evaluation criteria, funding rates, 

rules and controls.  

 

It is structured around three key pillars.  

The first pillar is about excellent research, which 

provides the bedrock of future growth and wellbeing. I 

certainly don't have to convince this audience that 

excellence is the ultimate goal of every researcher, 

research institute or academy. 

 

As part of this approach, we are proposing a doubling of 

funding for the European Research Council, which 

promotes curiosity-driven research. 

 

It was only created in 2007, but it already has an 

enviable reputation. 
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If you secure a grant from the ERC, you have won a 

Europe-wide competition, not just a competition 

organised within national borders. 

We will also extend the successful Marie Skłodowska-

Curie actions on researcher training, mobility and 

careers. There will be more dedicated support for 

research on emerging and future technologies. Funding 

for research infrastructures will focus on networking and 

access, and on maximising the innovation potential of 

these infrastructures. 

 

Horizon 2020 has a clear focus on more excellence in 

Europe, and to see it in places where it has not existed 

up to now. 

We are proposing a series of actions to close the 

"innovation divide", including twinning of existing and 

emerging centres of excellence, and a new European 

Research Area chairs initiative that will fund chairs in 

universities and research institutes in less developed 

regions. The idea is to attract outstanding academics 
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into institutions with strong potential as a means of 

developing them.  

I am working closely with Commissioner Hahn to 

maximise the synergies between our respective 

programmes. 

This should help regions to climb the "stairway to 

excellence" and to improve their research and innovation 

capacity. 

I have no doubt that the Academies will have a keen 

interest in participating actively in this first pillar of 

Horizon 2020. 

 

Horizon 2020’s second pillar is focused on creating 

industrial leadership, with actions to make Europe a 

more attractive place for businesses to invest in R&D 

and innovation.  

We propose to focus on the key enabling and industrial 

technologies that underpin innovation across different 

industries and sectors. This includes ICT, 

nanotechnologies, advanced materials, biotechnology, 

advanced manufacturing processes and space.  
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The third pillar is aimed at tackling society’s biggest 

challenges such as Health, demographic change and 

wellbeing; Food security; Secure, clean and efficient 

energy; Climate action, and Smart, green and integrated 

transport.  

The Academies can clearly play a significant role in each 

of these pillars. 

 

Last but not least, the direct actions of the Joint 

Research Centre funded through Horizon 2020 will 

continue to provide independent and sound scientific 

input to evidence-based policy making. I am very 

pleased that EASAC and the Joint Research Centre 

have developed a structured process of cooperation, 

based on the Letter of Intent they signed in October 

2011.  

I think the architecture and content of Horizon 2020 will 

provide us with a research and innovation instrument 

that is fit for purpose, ready to meet Europe’s economic, 

technological and social ambitions. 
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I am delighted to report that last week during the 

Competitiveness Council in Luxembourg, the EU 

Research Ministers reached agreement (Partial General 

Approach) on the Rules for Participation and 

Dissemination for Horizon 2020.  I am especially pleased 

about this because this agreement fully maintains the 

simplification agenda which formed a cornerstone of our 

proposal. 

 

The Horizon 2020 proposal is just one chapter of the 

overall EU budget that we have proposed for the period 

2014 to 2020. 

I believe that our proposed budget is both ambitious and 

realistic.  

Through smart re-allocation of the budget, we have 

created room to finance new priorities, including a 

significant increase for research and innovation. 

So, we are restructuring the budget – in a progressive 

direction – towards growth and competitiveness policies.  

You might think that everyone would agree with this, but 

I am actually worried that in these budget negotiations, 
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which will be very tough, research and innovation may 

be particularly vulnerable. 

This is partly because scientists are not a well organised 

lobby – research and innovation lacks true champions.  

So, I would ask you, please, to support us, and to 

persuade others to do so. 

 

We need all the support we can get! 

Don't just tell your research ministers how important it is 

to fund research and innovation – they know already. 

Speak to your Ministers of finance and your Prime 

Ministers too! In fact, as the research and innovation 

community, we need to keep repeating that research 

and innovation pays off for growth, competitiveness and 

jobs.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues,  

Let me conclude by expressing the hope that this 

gathering of some of the finest scientific minds in Europe 
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will result in an active partnership that will ensure that 

our policies are based on the best scientific advice.  

I wish you a very successful day.  

 

Thank you for your attention. 


