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Ladies and gentlemen,  

I am delighted to be in Vienna and delighted to welcome 

you to the ERC-Gala. First of all I would like to express 

my thanks to Prof. Nowotny for organising this event. 

 

Austria plays a special role in the European Research 

Council – Europe's success story in the sphere of 

research. Over the years, Austria has produced many 

scientists, inventors and innovators who have made a 

remarkable contribution to the modern world. An 

Austrian – and a Viennese – Prof. Nowotny, has made 

another remarkable contribution: she has guided the 

ERC to become a truly world-class funding organisation 

for frontier research.  
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Last but not least - applicants from Austrian institutions 

have one of the highest success rates in ERC 

competitions – nearly double the average!  

Only a few weeks ago we celebrated the ERC's fifth 

birthday. We heard the praise of President Barroso and 

had an illuminating debate in which voices from all 

corners of the globe made themselves heard through 

high-level representatives of research councils. We 

witnessed a cavalcade of fascinating research 

demonstrated by ERC grantees in a splendidly engaging 

way. 

The ERC's achievements in just five years are indeed 

remarkable - I would like to highlight some very telling 

figures: 

- more than 2,500 top-notch grant holders funded; 

- representing 53 different nationalities; 

- based in some 480 different institutions in 27 

different countries; 

- with over 10,000 young researchers employed in 

their teams. 
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In addition, the ERC counts four Nobel laureates and 

three Fields Medallists among its grantees, as well as 

the winners of another 30 internationally-recognised 

prizes. And over 3400 articles acknowledging ERC 

funding have appeared in peer-reviewed high impact 

journals.  

This is why we can already call the ERC an enormous 

success. And these facts help to explain the remarkable 

support which the ERC attracts from across the scientific 

community. 

But is also helps to explain the great importance the 

European Commission attaches to research and 

innovation. In recent months, there have been some 

positive signs in the European economy but the crisis is 

far from over, and there is no room for complacency.  

That’s why our Europe 2020 growth strategy is so vital. 

Europe needs to be at the forefront in emerging scientific 

areas to cope with unprecedented challenges and to 

capitalise on the economic opportunities that they offer.  
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This is where we look to our scientists. In an increasingly 

globalised and competitive research landscape, only 

genuinely world-class excellence can cut it, and we need 

more of it in Europe. 

Investment in research and innovation is about future-

proofing our economy. It is about competitiveness, it is 

about creating the jobs of tomorrow. We know that those 

countries that have consistently invested well in research 

and innovation have weathered this crisis much better 

than those that were lagging behind.  

Research and innovation gives our companies a 

competitive edge, and employment growth in research 

and development-intensive sectors is generally higher 

than in other sectors.  If Europe wants to remain a world 

leader in some of these fields, we need national funding 

bodies, private investment and European funding to 

work effectively together.   
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Without the scale offered by combining forces at the 

European level, and without the synergies possible in 

the European Research Area, we will not be able to 

match our partners and competitors.  

But I am confident that we will meet our challenges 

because I have seen for myself many times the very 

high quality of research being carried out in Europe. I 

have had the chance to meet many ERC grantees and 

I’m constantly struck by their creativity and curiosity, 

their excellence and their ambition to do the best 

possible science. Each time, it makes me very proud 

that the EU has funded them.   

And it is for all these reasons that I pushed so hard for a 

major boost in resources for the ERC in the new 

framework programme for research and innovation - 

Horizon 2020. And that is why I'm happy to say once 

again that I am the ERC's biggest fan.  

I look forward to meeting Austria's ERC grantees tonight. 

Congratulations on your success and thank you for your 

commitment to excellent research in Europe. 

Thank you. 


