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Commissioner Geoghegan-Quinn 
Galway Science and Technology Festival Exhibition,  

NUI Galway, 27 November 2011 
 

Ladies and gentlemen, girls and boys,  

 

It is a real pleasure for me to welcome everybody to the 

2011 Galway Science and Technology Festival 

Exhibition.  

 

This festival has gone from strength to strength since it 

was founded in 1998, and I am proud to be visiting it 

again this year as the European Commissioner for 

Research, Innovation and Science. The foundation and 

nurturing of this festival took vision, dedication and 

nurturing, and its existence is thanks to the vision of 

Noel Tracy whose brain-child it is. His work, and that of 

strong supporters like President Jim Browne and Tom 

Hyland as well as the many companies, educational 

institutes and researchers, has made this a festival of 

which to be very proud. 
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And of course I am delighted to be back in Galway, 

home to many world-class scientists, engineers and 

business innovators in a wide range of sectors, including 

marine research, ICT and medical devices. These world 

class researchers are here today to showcase their work 

at the 60 interactive stands. 

 

Today, you will have the chance to learn about life-

saving medical devices, renewable energy, IT in the 

future, and kitchen chemistry, to name just a few. 

 

For the last two weeks, hundreds of young people have 

taken part in the festival and engaged with researchers, 

asking questions and really getting in touch with science 

and technology. These young people are the scientists 

and innovators of tomorrow, and events like the Galway 

Festival are very important in stimulating their curiosity.  
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As a former teacher, I know very well the importance of 

capturing children's imaginations at an early age. This is 

true for all school subjects, but is especially important in 

the case of science and technology, since they pervade 

almost every aspect of modern life 

 

In today's economic climate, it is more important than 

ever to ensure that young people are equipped with the 

skills they need to succeed. And we need science and 

technology to get our economy back on track and to get 

the answers to the biggest challenges we face, whether 

climate change, energy or tackling diseases.  

 

Once again, I would like to extend a big thank-you to the 

organisers of the festival and to NUI Galway for hosting 

today's exhibition. Galway City and NUI Galway can be 

proud of such a prestigious event that really puts Galway 

on the science and technology map. 

 

Enjoy the exhibition! 


