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I am delighted to welcome you all to this consultation 

event on the International Dimension of the EU's future 

funding for research and innovation. 

 

I am pleased to see so many ambassadors, science 

counsellors, researchers and policy makers from so 

many countries here today. This excellent participation 

reflects the importance of what we are here to discuss 

 

I would like to thank the expert speakers who have come 

here this morning to give their insights and viewpoints on 

the international aspects of EU policies and programmes 

for research and innovation. They represent a wide 

range of countries and sectors. Getting input from our 

speakers and from you as participants is the goal of 

today's event. 
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International cooperation is a vital part of our research 

and innovation funding. It makes sense to bring the 

world's best research and the world's best researchers 

together, where possible, in order to tackle common 

global challenges such as sustainable mobility, climate 

change, energy security and our ageing population. The 

challenges and opportunities are so great that we must 

think globally and act globally. This is the reason why we 

emphasise the importance of international cooperation in 

European funding programmes for research and 

innovation. 

 

International cooperation will also strengthen Europe's 

science base and competitiveness and support 

sustainable economic development in Europe’s 

neighbouring countries and in developing countries.  

The time is right to discuss ways of maximising the 

impact of international cooperation by focusing on issues 

that can bring the greatest mutual benefit, by 

maximising, where appropriate, the scale and scope of 

cooperation activities, and by rationalising our funding 

instruments. 
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I would like to put today's event in the framework of our 

overall policy discussions at the European level on 

research and innovation. 

Innovation is at the very top of Europe's political and 

economic agenda. In June last year, Europe's leaders 

endorsed the Europe 2020 strategy. This is our roadmap 

to get the European economy back on track. At its heart 

is the conviction that we need innovation to get Europe 

out of the current economic crisis and to build long-term 

sustainable growth. We need to turn the European Union 

into an Innovation Union. 

 

So, last October, as the European Commissioner 

responsible for Science, Research and Innovation, I 

launched the Innovation Union Flagship initiative, one of 

the central pillars of the Europe 2020 strategy. The 

Innovation Union puts research and innovation at the 

heart of the European Union’s policies to boost growth 

and jobs.  
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Innovation Union aims to do three things. Firstly, 

transform Europe's world class science base into a 

world-beating one. Secondly, make coherent use, 

Europe-wide, of public sector intervention to stimulate 

the private sector. Thirdly, remove the remaining 

bottlenecks to the commercialisation of good ideas. 

We've made a rapid start on this, with a single European 

patent and legislative proposals on venture capital and 

standardisation already in the pipeline. 

The Commission's communication on the Innovation 

Union dedicated a whole chapter to international 

cooperation, recognising that working better with our 

international partners means opening access to our R&D 

programmes, while ensuring comparable conditions 

abroad. It also means adopting a common EU front 

where needed to protect our interests. European Union 

Member States are also invited to treat scientific 

cooperation with international partners as an issue of 

common concern and develop common approaches. 

This should contribute to global approaches and 

solutions to societal challenges and to the establishment 

of a level-playing field. 
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Our Innovation Union goals are supported by the world's 

largest public programme for research. My department in 

the European Commission – the Directorate General for 

Research and Innovation - manages the 7th Framework 

Programme for Research and Technological 

Development, better known of course as FP7. It is 

investing more than 55 billion Euro over seven years 

until 2013 in areas including agriculture, fisheries and 

food; health, nanotechnology, biotechnology, information 

and communication technologies, transport, energy, 

environment, security and climate change.  

 

The international dimension is embedded throughout 

FP7 – the programme is fully open to the participation of 

researchers and companies from all over the world, and 

international researchers also assist us by providing 

input and advice on future priorities and by acting as 

expert evaluators of proposals.  

 

At present 6% of participants in FP7 projects are from 

non-EU and non-Associated Countries, from North 

America, South America, Africa, Asia, Russia, the Middle 
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East and Oceania. Impressively, organisations from 185 

different countries have already benefitted from 

participation in the Framework Programme. 

 

International cooperation can take slightly different 

forms, depending on the country or region in question, 

but also depending on our overall policy goals. 

 

A major dimension of the international part of FP7 is the 

association to the programme of EFTA states and 

candidate and potential candidate countries for EU 

membership. These "Associated Countries" pay a 

financial contribution to the programme and their 

researchers participate in an identical manner to those 

from the EU Member States. This process assists 

candidate countries in the preparation of their future 

accession to the EU. 

 

EU Cooperation in research and innovation with other 

industrialised countries aims to improve STI 

performance and industrial competiveness, to make 

advances in key enabling technologies and to tackle 
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societal challenges. With such ambitious and worthwhile 

goals, we are always keen to find ways to make it easier 

for researchers from the EU and partner countries to 

work together. 

 

To give one example, arrangements have been put in 

place with the National Institutes of Health in the United 

States, under which our programmes are open 

reciprocally to the participation of researchers from the 

United States and the EU in specific areas of common 

interest. We would welcome similar arrangements with 

other countries. 

 

FP7 also makes use of coordinated calls with key 

industrialised countries and emerging economies, 

notably Brazil, Russia, India and China - the "BRICs". 

These are calls for proposals – usually issued separately 

but in parallel by both the EU and the partner country – 

on research topics of common interest, where both sides 

make matching financial contributions. Eighteen such 

calls have been made under FP7 to date, with around 85 

million Euro contributed from both sides.   
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This has allowed the EU, for example, to work directly 

with Brazil on bio-fuels, with the US on nanotechnology, 

with Russia and with China on the greening of air 

transport, and with Japan on superconductors. S&T 

Cooperation Agreements facilitate regular dialogues with 

industrialised countries, the BRICs and other emerging 

economies to identify issues of mutual interest for 

research and innovation. 

 

A key group of countries for cooperation are the 

countries which neighbour Europe to the east and to the 

south. With these countries we will look at jointly tackling 

issues that are relevant to the broader European region 

– such as energy supply and security, governance and 

migration, public health, environmental issues and 

nuclear safety. We will also help build research 

competencies by linking together researchers and 

research centres in both the EU and in the 

Neighbourhood countries.  
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Current events in the Mediterranean region highlight the 

relevance of cooperation in research and innovation with 

the Neighbourhood countries and also underline the 

importance of science as a tool in diplomacy. 

 

With developing countries, we have targeted research 

areas which assist in addressing global challenges or 

specific economic and societal needs, including policy 

objectives such as the Millennium Development Goals. A 

good example of how collaboration in research can 

tackle societal challenges is the joint call for proposals in 

2011 targeting Africa and bringing together several 

thematic areas of FP7.  

 

This call focused on water and food security and health 

in Africa and required cooperation between European 

and African researchers. 26 projects were selected by 

international peer review, receiving 72 million Euro of EU 

funding, of which around 45% went to African 

institutions.  
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The projects address issues such as advanced 

epidemiology training, using the indigenous knowledge 

of farmers to promote agricultural research and 

development, and the development of a framework to 

give early warning and mitigate the impact of droughts in 

Africa. 

 

The final calls for proposals in FP7 for 2012 and 2013 

will be our largest since such initiatives began in 1984 - 

currently expected to total €8 billion and €10 billion 

respectively.  

 

The calls will of course welcome international partners, 

and will include several topics specifically targeted at 

international cooperation. We expect the 2012 calls for 

proposals to be published in mid July. I would urge you, 

as participants in this conference, to reflect on today's 

discussions and consider what possibilities could open 

up for greater participation by higher education 

institutions, research centres, public sector bodies and 

businesses in your own countries to participate in these 

next two calls for proposals to a greater extent.  



 

 11

 

FP7 is built on twin pillars: excellence and working in 

consortia. These are key to performing the research and 

developing new goods and services that people want 

and need – goods and services that create employment 

and improve the quality of life for people both in Europe 

and in a global context.   

 

I hope I have given you a flavour of the range of 

international cooperation already supported by the 7th 

Framework Programme for Research. However, we are 

already thinking carefully about the successor to FP7. 

In February the European Commission published the 

Green Paper to launch the public consultation on our 

proposals for a "Common Strategic Framework" for EU 

research and innovation funding programmes. The 

proposed Common Strategic Framework ( which, by the 

way, is a working title) will, from 2014, cover the 

Framework Programme for Research, the 

Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme 

(CIP) and the European Institute of Innovation and 

Technology (EIT). This will create a coherent set of 
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instruments along the whole innovation chain starting 

from basic research through to the market place.  

You might ask "Why this change?" I believe that we 

need a clean break. We need a new approach that is in 

tune with Europe's current and future research needs, 

focused on tackling a range of challenges faced by 

society, and designed to deliver the research and 

innovation we need to boost growth and jobs. 

Let me highlight some of the main points that appear in 

the Green Paper. 

Firstly, a Common Strategic Framework for research and 

innovation must have the scale and scope to tackle the 

major societal challenges that Europe faces. It must 

therefore support EU policy objectives in energy, 

transport, industry, ICT, health, agriculture, climate 

change and the environment.  

Secondly, the future approach must focus even more on 

boosting scientific excellence, by strengthening the 

European Research Council and by stepping up support 

in areas such as research infrastructures and the Marie 

Curie mobility actions.  
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Thirdly, bringing together the different instruments will 

allow us to put in place truly cross-cutting strategies that 

cover the whole innovation system, from research to 

technological development, to demonstration and market 

uptake.  

Finally, the Common Strategic Framework must bring 

about real simplification. Getting better value for money 

for every Euro invested also means cutting red-tape, so 

that scientists can spend more time in the lab, and 

innovators can spend time innovating, instead of form 

filling. The Common Strategic Framework will be simpler 

than FP7 both in structure and in detail. It will be more 

user friendly, with more standard rules across all parts of 

the programme, a simple, rationalised toolkit of funding 

instruments, and a common point of entry for finding 

information on the programme. 

The Green Paper identifies the key questions that need 

to be addressed. The interaction between EU 

researchers and international partners will be an integral 

and important part of the CSF and we welcome your 

input on our current approach, and on new and 
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innovative ways, to engage EU researchers with their 

international counterparts. 

 

Today, we are coming to the end of a process. Today's 

discussions and your views from the floor will provide 

valuable input to our deliberations on the CSF. 

 

All the results of this consultation will feed into a major 

conference in Brussels on 10 June, and then into the 

preparation of the legislative proposals for the CSF by 

the end of this year.  

 

Our proposal will be put to the Council and European 

Parliament, with the aim of starting the Common 

Strategic Framework at the beginning of 2014. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

I look forward to reading the reports on today's 

discussions, and to your further contributions. There 

should be no barriers and no borders to science. With 

your help, we can put the European Union's Common 
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Strategic Framework for research and innovation at the 

service of good ideas and excellent research across the 

world. 

 

The global challenges that we face are immense - as are 

the opportunities. It is only in a spirit of cooperation and 

determination that we can effectively square up to these 

challenges and opportunities and build a better world for 

our people today and for future generations.  

 

Thank you. 


