
 
 
Commissioner Füle participates in the third annual assembly of the Eastern 
Partnership Civil Society Forum 
 
Poznan, 28 November 2011 - Stefan Füle, EU Commissioner for Enlargement and 
Neighbourhood Policy, today took part in the third assembly of the Eastern Partnership 
Civil Society Forum. The meeting was attended by over 300 representatives of civil 
society organizations (CSOs) from both Eastern Partnership countries and EU Member 
States. 
 
The focus of the meeting was on agreeing a clear and coherent plan for the role of civil 
society in implementing the work of the Eastern Partnership. The assembly also 
considered the progress that the Eastern Partnership countries had so far made in 
implementing key democratic reforms. 
 
In his speech to the assembly, the Commissioner recalled the recent Eastern Partnership 
Summit in Warsaw, which had set out a renewed agenda for the initiative with the core 
EU values of democracy, human rights and freedoms at its heart. He also highlighted the 
agreement to extend cooperation in a range of important sectors, including economic 
integration. 
 
In all of these areas, the Commissioner emphasized that civil society must play a crucial 
role if these ambitious goals were to be achieved. 
 
In Belarus, in particular, he noted that continued cooperation with civil society 
organizations would be essential in supporting the work to secure basic rights and 
freedoms in the country. 
 
The Commissioner also stressed that the EU was keen to provide support for this 
important work. In particular, he highlighted the recent creation of the Neighbourhood 
Civil Society Facility, which has a budget of €65 million to support the work of civil 
society over the next two years. He also noted the ongoing work to create a European 
Endowment for Democracy, which will provide additional support for those fighting for 
democratic causes in neighbouring countries. 
 
 
Background: 
 
The Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum (CSF) was established in 2009 following 
the Prague Summit launching the Eastern Partnership (EaP). The EaP encompasses 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Republic of Moldova and Ukraine. The EaP aims 
to support Eastern European countries' sustainable reform process with a view to 
accelerating their political association and economic integration with the EU. 
 



The CSF is an integral part of the Eastern Partnership and follows closely the activities of 
the EU and 6 partner countries within this framework. The CSF aims to support the 
further development of civil society organizations and promote contacts between them as 
well as facilitate their dialogue with public authorities. CSF activities are financed by the 
European Union.  
 
 
 
 

For more info:  

 
http://www.eap-csf.eu/ 
 
http://eeas.europa.eu/eastern/index_en.htm 
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