
Ceremony of hand-over of replies to Opinion questionnaire 
 

• Today we mark an important step in Albania's European integration 

perspective through the timely delivery of answers to the Commission's 

2284 questions. 

• Albania has done a great job in putting together this comprehensive 

package of replies, through the efforts of many institutions, civil servants 

and experts as well as inter-institutional working groups.  

• It is our turn now to work hard: to analyse these replies in detail, to 

organise in the coming months expert verification missions and to 

conduct consultations, both internal and with third parties, in order to 

obtain additional inputs for our Opinion.  

• The Commission's Opinion will be a fair and balanced assessment of 

Albania's readiness to comply with the EU membership criteria. We will 

pay particular attention to the fulfilment of the Copenhagen political 

criteria and of the obligations under the Stabilisation and Association 

Agreement.  

• The timing of the Opinion will largely depend on the quality and 

completeness of the information we received. Based on the Commission's 

Opinion, the Council will decide on the next steps. 

• I used the opportunity of this meeting with the Albanian Prime Minister 

to reiterate my concerns over the lack of progress in normalising the 

political situation in Albania.  

• Parliamentary work without the opposition parties does not comply 

with EU standards of democratic institutions. The way ahead should be 

marked by two fundamental democratic principles: respect for the 

constitution and transparency in the European spirit. 



• The rule of law, including the fight against corruption and organised 

crime, is a key element for a functioning democracy and economy, as 

well as for advancing in the EU integration process.  

• I welcome the positive developments towards meeting the roadmap 

criteria for visa liberalisation. Albania has reached good results. 

However, efforts to ensure the sustainable fulfilment of the requirements 

should be maintained.  

• Visa liberalisation is a merit-based process and that the Commission 

will be able to make a proposal for visa-free travel to the Council and the 

European Parliament once the country meets the benchmarks. 

• As far as the Commission is concerned, we are fully committed to help 

Albania make progress and achieve new milestones on its EU 

integration path. 

(check against delivery!) 


