
 This is my second visit to Cyprus as Commissioner and the timing of this visit is very 

important since next month the whole College will be visiting Cyprus in July and I am 

here today in the framework of this intensified interaction between the European 

Commission and the forthcoming Cypriot Presidency.  

 I had excellent opportunity to talk to the leaders of the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot 

community 

 Yesterday, I met President Christofias, Foreign Minister Kozakou-Marcoullis and the 

opposition leader Mr Anastasiades. In the evening, I hosted a dinner for leaders of Greek 

Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot political parties.  

 Today, I crossed the Green Line and met the Turkish Cypriot leader, Mr Eroğlu, and the 

leaders of the two biggest Turkish Cypriot parties, Mr Küçük and Mr Yorgancıoğlu. I also 

visited the Turkish Cypriot Chamber of Commerce. I have just come from the opening of 

the old market building in the old town of Nicosia, which was restored with EU funding.   

 With the President and the Foreign Minister, we had good discussions about the priorities 

of the Cypriot Presidency of the EU Council. This gave me opportunity to address number 

of substantive issues, not only on Enlargement and European Neighbourhood Policy but it 

was also an opportunity to express my conviction that there is no contradiction between a 

successful and effective Presidency and the continuation of the talks on comprehensive 

settlement. And it gave me also an opportunity to stress one important element: that the 

EU expects nothing less than full respect for the Presidency of the European Council. The 

Cypriot Presidency comes at a crucial juncture for the EU and I am convinced that the it 

will be effective.  

 With the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot leaders, as well as with the political party 

leaders, I discussed the current state of the settlement process. I expressed my deep 

concern about the stalemate in the talks and underlined the need to continue the dialogue 

between the two communities.  

 The status quo is not an option; there is no alternative to concluding a comprehensive 

settlement and reuniting the island. This is and will remain Plan A which is about hope. 

There is no plan B. The benefits of reunification will by far outweigh the costs of any 

compromise that will have to be made. The worst thing to happen would be to stop talking 

to each other. Only through a direct dialogue between Greek Cypriots and Turkish 

Cypriots can the Cyprus problem be solved. 

 When meeting my Turkish Cypriot interlocutors, I reaffirmed the commitment of the 

Commission to work for the full integration of the Turkish Cypriot community – by 

means of a settlement and reunification of the island. The Commission stands firmly 

behind the 3 communications on Green Line, Direct Trade and Financial Aid regulations 

and is making steps to make full use of them. 

 Finally, during the EU Council Presidency this island will be in the spotlight, including 

the Turkish Cypriot community and the sense of urgency to solve the Cyprus problem will 

increase. In my talks, I therefore reiterated the vision to see a successful Council 

Presidency followed by a successful conclusion of a Cyprus settlement.   

 I also made clear that the next six months, particularly in my relationship and contacts 

with the Turkish Cypriot community, do not mean that we take them out. I have said that I 

will intensify contacts here and come back after the summer break to continue the 

discussions on the Presidency and also on the settlement. 

 And let me express my optimism and encouragement, especially after the dinner with 

political representatives from both communities last night. It is always encouraging to see 



them sitting behind one table talking less about the past and more about a common future. 

This is an opportunity to realise that the process is not necessarily only about the goodwill 

or lack of it. Sometimes, it is about perceptions, about the lack of ability to understand to 

know what the other side feels and wants. I really believe that it is the role of politicians to 

turn challenges into opportunities and opportunities into realities.  

 

 


